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Meet the professors who shine as brightly
out of the classroom as in it

Bold new materials? The origin of life on Earth?
X-rays may be behind breakthroughs

UNLV
M AG A Z IN E | FA L L 2019

BUILD IT
HEALTHIER

Interior design program uses Hula-Hoops, walkers, and
goggles to help make spaces that improve well-being.
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THE TOOLS TO
UNDERSTAND
In this photo from
Josh Hawkins, students, from left, Kendall Marsh, Dafne
Odette, and Michael
Sagun model equipment used to help
them understand
the types of conditions and disabilities
they have to plan for
in the course of the
healthcare interior
design program.
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UNLV School of Medicine founding Dean Barbara Atkinson reflects
on the challenge of starting a med school and looks forward to
finally getting some quality bird time.
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Sayonara, Sam Boyd
Rebel football is in its final season at a venerable home.
What will it feel like to say goodbye?
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Professor Jef Jaeger has found the secret to reviving the relict leopard frog population — a healthy diet of bees.
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Alumnus Francisco Franco used to drive his Oldsmobile to class.
Nearly 20 years later, he cruised back with the car — now a flashy
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From the President

UNLV is a proving
ground for current
and future engineers,
scientists, educators,
health professionals,
artists, policymakers,
and entrepreneurs.

We Are All
Rebels Forever

F

or some readers, this will be the
first issue of UNLV Magazine they
have ever received. The expanded
distribution is part of the UNLV
Alumni Association’s new Rebels Forever
program. The association has shifted
from a dues-paying membership model
to a philanthropic one, aimed at ensuring you remain connected to your alma
mater, and to each other.
As a diverse and growing Top Tier university, UNLV is uniquely positioned to
make a profound impact on the lives of
our students while discovering solutions
to today’s greatest challenges through
study and research.
On these pages, you will find examples
of the many great things happening at
UNLV right now. In addition to hitting
a record-high fall enrollment — topping
31,000. Additionally, UNLV’s students are
staying in school and graduating at higher rates than ever before. Our first-year
retention — the rate of first-time, fulltime freshmen who return for a second
year — is up to 79.4% from 75.9%. Our

six-year graduation rate continues to rise
and is now at 44.8%. Both the retention
and graduation rates have reached alltime highs thanks to sustained efforts
aimed at student success.
UNLV has been creating academic
programs that prepare these students
for long-term success in our rapidly
changing world. Take, for instance our
cover package (Page 28) on programs
that take an interdisciplinary approach to
wellness. Our interior design program is
training future architects to create spaces
that improve the well-being of populations with specialized health care needs.
Like our health law program, it is one of a
very few of its kind in the country.
This year, we also launched a new
brain health program to investigate
neurodegenerative diseases. The topnotch researchers in the program are
forging multiple collaborations to build
our community’s health care infrastructure while bolstering our already strong
neuroscience and health disparities
research initiatives.

UNLV is an entrepreneurial university that works with the community in
so many ways. In the past year, donors
invested more than $74.3 million in the
university, including nearly $1 million
during our first-ever Rebels Give Day.
We’ve also formed public-private partnerships to develop the Maryland Parkway
corridor into a destination for the community while providing a safe and welcoming environment for student living.
Rebels like you make incredible things
happen every day. Turn to Page 44 and
consider how Alumna of the Year Beverly
Rogers is enriching the cultural and
intellectual vitality of Southern Nevada.
Or how UNLV provided a springboard
for first-generation graduates like Erica
Mosca and Robert Vargas to find their
callings through service. Or how Vanessa
Sanders, the first black woman to earn a
Ph.D. in radiochemistry in the country, is
making sure that other girls interested in
science have a role model to follow.
UNLV is a proving ground for current
and future engineers, scientists, educators, health professionals, artists, policymakers, and entrepreneurs. Our impact
can be felt in boardrooms, courtrooms,
exam rooms, and classrooms. No matter
our focus or field, we are Rebels forever
and united by our capacity and drive to
make a difference.

SHARE
YOUR OWN
SUCCESS
STORY
 unlv.edu/

classnotes

Marta Meana,
President
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SUPPORTING THE VISION
Every gift to UNLV makes a difference in the lives of our students and faculty.
These giving societies were established to acknowledge and thank our loyal donors.

BECOME
SCARLET
LOYAL
Alumni hold a
special place in our
hearts. Financial
support from alumni
help fud programs
for students and
alumni. To become a
Scarlet Loyal donor,
contribute $100 or
more cumulatively
each fiscal year to
the fund or funds of
your choice at UNLV.
To learn more, visit
unlv.edu/scarletloyal

SCARLET
STREAK

1957 SOCIETY

Scarlet Streak,
signifies that you,
one of our loyal
donors is “on a
streak” – after
giving any amount
to UNLV for two
consecutive calendar
years or more to
any fund or funds
across the campus.
Each calendar year
we will recognize
your continued
generosity.

Drawing inspiration
from the year UNLV
was founded in 1957,
we honor leadership
level donors with
this society name.
Leadership gifts are
critical to UNLV’s
success, now and
in the future. UNLV
established the 1957
Society to recognize
donors contributing
a total of $1,000 or
more annually to any
UNLV fund or funds.

To learn more visit
unlv.edu/scarletstreak

To learn more visit
unlv.edu/1957Society

REBEL
ATHLETIC
FUND
Drive for 5 is the
comprehensive
philanthropic
campaign to double
the number of
Rebel Athletic Fund
(RAF) members to
more than 5,000
and embark and
advance the Athletic
Department’s
mission to support
student-athletes,
graduate leaders, win
championships and
excel in all things.
To learn more, visit
rebelathleticfund.com

REBELS FOREVER
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Editor’s Picks

GREAT READS
We can’t begin to fit all the news
happening on campus into this issue.
Go to unlv.edu/news to read these
stories (and subscribe to our weekly
newsletter while you’re there).

Convincing Climate
Change Skeptics

There’s broad scientific consensus about
human beings’ role in climate change, but
broad scientific consensus doesn’t always
mean everyone will be on the same page.
Assistant professor of communication
studies Emma Frances Bloomfield has
studied why some people are skeptical,
and how to engage with and persuade
them to take a closer look at the issue
and the science behind it.

Sen. Harry Reid’s
Health Care Legacy

School of Medicine founding Dean
Barabara Atkinson sat down with former U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid to talk about how his vision for
health care policy in the United States
and push for the Affordable Care Act
was shaped in no small part by his childhood in rugged, rural Nevada.

Students Taking
‘Redundant Math’

“Redundant math” — courses that students already completed or don’t need
— could end up costing students more
money, or even influence their decision
whether or not to stay enrolled. Federick
J. Ngo, associate professor of higher
education, examines the phenomenon,
and what it means for both schools and
students.

REUNITED, AND
IT FEELS SO GOOD

B

onnie and Tanya didn’t have the
staying power of, say, Donny and
Marie, but they did make a memorable duo while the partnership

lasted.
Imagine the surprise of Bonnie
Braiker-Gordon, ’75, when she discovered that the spring 2019 issue of UNLV
Magazine featured a photo of her seated
atop Tanya the Elephant during UNLV’s
1971 homecoming activities.
Unfortunately, neither stayed at UNLV
for long. Tanya returned to Circus Circus,
while Bonnie transferred to California
State University Northridge, after three

semesters. Days after graduating there in
1975, she married her high school sweetheart, Eric Gordon.
Later that summer, they began law
school at the University of San Diego. In
1981, they opened their own boutique
law firm, Gordon and Braiker-Gordon, in
Woodland Hills. Today they are the parents of two and the proud grandparents
of four.
Bonnie is glad to now have a photo of
her and her pachyderm pal. Otherwise,
she says, there’s no way the grandchildren
would believe it.
— Diane Russell
U N LV. E D U /N E WS 5

 INSIDE UNLV'S NEW MAKERSPACE
 GREAT GOOGLY-MOOGLY, THEY'VE GAMIFIED GIVING!

UNLV’S ON ITS SOAPBOX
UNLV welcomed more than 4,400 new students in August, which
meant New Student Orientation for those brand-new Rebels and
their families. The program involves hours of presentations, so it
falls on orientation leaders like Jason DeMaria to bring the energy
up between seminars by immersing students in games.
Orientation isn’t just a big day for incoming students, either.
It’s a busy one for their families as well. The UNLV Parent and
Family Network drew 70-90 family members who participated in
orientation, where they had their own introduction to the university
experience, learning how to help students succeed in their new
environment. The network also launched its “Letters from Home”
campaign, which got parents and family writing more than 1,200
letters of support and encouragement that were distributed —
along with granola bars and juice pouches — to students in the
third week of the new semester. In October, Family Day drew
its biggest crowd, with 400 people coming to brunch with their
students from as far away as New York before heading to a Rebels
football game.
[PHOTO: JOSH HAWKINS]
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The Flashlight
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Last year's Rebels
Give got students
into the act during
the fundraising
extravaganza that
raised nearly a million dollars.

Fun is fundamental in
online fundraising.
BY STACY WILLIS
Elizabeth Paoki accepted the challenge.
She was about to claim her “Rebels
Give” T-shirt at a booth along the mall
last year when a volunteer joked, “I challenge you to give a dollar to every college
fund, and I’ll give you another T-shirt!”
The 19-year-old computer science major, accepted the challenge — and upped
the ante. “Just for fun, I decided to give
$5 to each,” says Paoki, now a sophomore
and a volunteer for this year’s Rebels
Give campaign Nov. 7 and 8.
“It’s fun, it’s for a great cause, and yes,
I got my second T-shirt,” she says, laughing.
Rebels Give, a 1,957-minute high-intensity fundraising blitz racked up some
impressive achievements in its first year.
Students, faculty, alumni, and community friends raised more than
$953,000 to support campuswide programs and scholarships. More than 600
8 U N LV MAG A ZIN E | FALL 20 1 9

A NOD TO
HISTORY
Rebels Give
lasts 1,957
minutes,
in honor
of UNLV’s
founding year
1957, starting Nov. 7
at 9:57 a.m.
and ending
Nov. 8 at
6:40 p.m.
rebelsgive.
unlv.edu

people were first-time donors, and the
largest online gift — not including some
big matching gifts — was $7,000. Some
342 people gave more than one gift, and
a total of 1,769 people donated.
Participants shared their enthusiasm on social media, too. UNLV’s posts
reached some 429,000 people and received 9,300 engagements. And #RebelsGive even trended on Twitter in the Las
Vegas area for five hours the first day.
But beyond the dollars, the campaign
— with a midnight party, real-time leaderboards, a little pie-throwing, and a lot
of friendly competition — was fun.
That’s by design, says professor Dan
Sahl, associate director at the UNLV Center for Gaming Innovation and "gamification" expert. Gamification — adding
elements of traditional game-playing
to engage people in other settings — is
used everywhere now, from fitness apps
that set goals for calorie burning and let
you compete with friends, to shopping
apps that offer bonuses for frequent purchases.
“Games help you engage in the world
with an objective,” says Sahl, whose doctorate is in sociology. “It’s a way of giving

people feedback about their place, and
makes them feel connected and engaged.
“It’s a very human thing to want to be
a part of something, and see where you
fit,” Sahl, says. "Plus, it’s for a good cause,
and who doesn’t want to have fun for a
good cause?”
In addition to starting UNLV’s first
giving day, Chad Warren, senior associate vice president and executive director of the UNLV Alumni Association,
had implemented Florida State’s giving
day in 2012. The programs succeed by
focusing on community building, he
says. “It’s an opportunity for the entire
UNLV community to come together, to
show their philanthropic support in a
fun but impactful way. And gifts of all
sizes matter.”

PHOTOS: (THIS PAGE) CASEY JADE; (OPPOSITE) JOSH HAWKINS

Giving’s Got Game

The Flashlight

Q&A: MED SCHOOL FOUNDING DEAN BARBARA ATKINSON
WITH YOUR OWN PERSONAL MEDICAL
ISSUES THAT LEFT YOU HOSPITALIZED IN
2017, AND THE SUDDEN DEATH OF YOUR
DAUGHTER IN JUNE, HOW DOES THAT COLOR YOUR THINKING ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE?

It only goes to show how important it is
to focus on the medical care here in Las
Vegas. We have a lot of really good doctors, just not enough of them to take care
of everybody.
IN 10 YEARS’ TIME, WHAT DO YOU THINK
WILL BE THE IMPACT OF THE SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE ON SOUTHERN NEVADA?

RETIRED — BUT
NOT ALL THE WAY
BY JASON SCAVONE
Five years ago, Dr. Barbara Atkinson came out of retirement to serve as the founding
dean of UNLV’s nascent School of Medicine. Instrumental in bringing a medical school
to Las Vegas, Atkinson stepped back from day-to-day operations Sept. 1 as Dr. John Fildes took over dean. Now Atkinson transitions to a new role as an adviser — still engaged
in fundraising, but maybe with a bit more time to go bird-watching.
HOW ARE YOU ADJUSTING TO YOUR NEW ROLE AS AN ADVISER?

I think it’s great. It’s less responsibility, and more of the fun things I like to do like
meeting with people, helping with some community projects; helping with philanthropy projects; and working on accreditation, which is not as much fun but definitely
needs to happen. And we’ve been working on detailed planning for the medical education building, which is due to actually happen. So that’s exciting.

FROM HATE SPEECH
TO HATE CRIMES
To understand how participation
in online hate communities relates
to real-world violence, UNLV sociologist Simon Gottschalk and his team
recently analyzed thousands of discus-

sion threads across white supremacist
websites.
Researchers developed a model
that explains how individuals who join
white supremacist networks transform
private feelings of fear, anger, and
shame into a sense of power, pride,
belonging, and a desire for vengeance.

We should have a lot of well-trained doctors and a lot more of them who are really
paying attention to their community. It’s
training students who are going to stay in
Nevada and practice here, and who really
understand the community they come
from and the community where they’re
going to practice. We’re hoping that
they’ll also be able to [affect] a preventive
maintenance kind of health care instead
of just treating sick people. We ought to
be able to do a better job of maintaining
health and having people live lives as
healthy as they can be.
WHAT ELSE WILL WILL YOU FIND YOURSELF
DOING IN SEMI-RETIREMENT?

I was retired once before about five years
ago. This time I’m hoping I won’t have
quite as much time, because that was a
little too much time for me. But [I look
forward to] being able to work in the garden, doing more outdoors things. My husband and I used to bird for a long time,
but we haven’t done much birding here in
Nevada because I haven’t had much time.
I love to cook and so I’ve already been able
to do a little bit more of that. And just being able to spend more time with family
and friends.

Eventually, some of these individuals
convert those emotions into violence.
The model explores an important
step that explains the path to violence:
a switch in members’ perceptions
where they become afraid of “enemies” who harbor anti-white discrimination and pose a physical threat.

“When this switch occurs, variants of
anger fuse with variants of fear to form
an especially explosive compound.
Under the right conditions, some
individuals motivated by those emotions can easily surrender to bloodlust
and justify violence as self-defense,”
Gottschalk said.
U N LV. E D U /N E WS 9

Making the Most
BY SEAN KENNEDY
Forget laptops and scientific calculators.
Starting this fall, UNLV students and
faculty in any discipline now have unprecedented access to 3D-printers, laser cutters, and podcasting and video
recording studios as part of the Lied Library’s new Makerspace and Multimedia
Production Studios.
“These new spaces further the University Libraries’ support of the learning and research activities of UNLV students and faculty,” said Maggie Farrell,
dean of University Libraries. “These
10 U N LV MAG A ZIN E | FALL 2 0 1 9

transformational spaces will help drive
UNLV’s mission to be a Top Tier university and provide new opportunities for
exploration, collaboration, and innovation in Las Vegas.”
The University Libraries invested
nearly $1.8 million in the creation of
these student-focused spaces. The renovation converted nearly 3,500 square
feet of space that previously housed
library faculty offices, storage, a staff
conference room, and the Media Desk,
which closed in summer 2016.
The Makerspace is designed to facilitate active learning, prototyping, tinkering, and community-driven or selfdirected projects. After an orientation
session, users gain access to 3D printing,
laser cutting, vinyl cutting, sewing, and
prototyping materials.
It’s not just students who want to craft

physical materials, either. Creatives from
any discipline have a home in this corner
of the library.
The new spaces include four audio
production studios and a video production studio.
The audio production studios can be
used to record podcasts, interviews, and
music performances, while the video
production studio provides an all-in-one
space for recording performances, presentations, interviews, and much more.
The video studio is designed to allow
even just one student to handle directing
the show, with one-touch push-button
operation of lights and shades.
“We are proud to offer these incredible
tools and resources in a space that helps
our students and faculty unleash their
potential,” said Chris Heavey, interim executive vice president and provost.

OPPOSITE TOP: Student workers Mark
Mata, foreground,
and Sophia Arredondo work with 3D
printers.
OPPOSITE LEFT:
Sophia Arredondo,
foreground, and Grey
Stewart staff the automated video studio
that's part of the new
complex.
OPPISITE RIGHT:
Dozens of workstations spread over
3,500 square feet in
the Makerspace.

PHOTOS: JOSH HAWKINS

Makerspace, studios offer
students a cutting-edge
creative outlet in Lied Library.

The Flashlight
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DRIVEN

BY AMBITION.

Ranked in the top 100 professional evening MBA programs by U.S.
News & World Report, the LEE MBA is a worthwhile investment in your
future.

•
•
•

Flexible Format
Marketing, Finance, Management and Health Care Management
concentrations
MBA dual degrees: Juris Doctor, Doctor of Dental Medicine, Hotel
Administration, Management Information Systems

APPLY NOW

Learn more at: unlv.edu/mba
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The Flashlight

#INSTAGOOD

@emziety

SOME GOALS
WON’T BE STOPPED

Emberly Sevilla,
sophomore, Public
Health, is taking
point on forming
a group for locals
living with Tourette
syndrome, which she
herself does. The
UNLV women's soccer goalie became
just the second
freshman in team
history to start a
season opener last
season. Her record
of 100 saves is tied
for fifth-most in a
season. The goalie
has drawn accolades on the pitch;
now she's tackling
something bigger
off of it.
— Mikaila Becze

THE START

TAKING THE LEAD

BUILDING A PLATFORM

“When I was younger, I was just confused as
to why I couldn’t control my body. I was able to
control a lot of things, but not being able to keep
my head still and not having a reason behind it
was sort of scary.” Sevilla has lived with Tourette
syndrome most of her life but wasn’t officially
diagnosed until she was 17. The disorder can
lead to involuntary movements or vocal tics.

“The closest thing I had to look up to was Tim
Howard, and he doesn’t live here, so it was
hard,” she said. The United States men’s national team goalkeeper also has Tourette’s. There’s
no Nevada chapter of the Tourette Association
of America, a research and advocacy group, so
Sevilla decided to take part in the rising leader
program for the association.

Sevilla plans on leveraging the platform she has
as a Division I student-athlete to become an
advocate for those struggling in the Las Vegas
community. Her goal now is to help other young
adults with Tourette’s have an easier transition
into college by providing resources for gaining
the accommodations they need.
U N LV. E D U /N E WS 13

 A LOOK BACK AT SAM BOYD STADIUM
 FREE T-SHIRTS: THE KEY TO PICKING A DISCIPLINE

TWO MORE REBELS GET
THEIR SHOT AT THE SHOW
The Philadelphia Phillies already have a prime Las Vegas
connection in Bryce Harper, but after this summer, they deepened
their connection to the city. They took former Rebel shortstop and
Vegas native Bryson Stott 14th overall in the June draft. Stott
became the fourth first-rounder in UNLV history, following Erick
Fedde in 2014. Also drafted this year was outfielder Max Smith,
who went to the Twins in the 31st round. Smith already has been
named an Appalachian League Postseason All-Star with the
Elizabethton (Tennessee) Twins. Stott played his way into the New
York-Penn League All-Star Game as a member of the Williamsport
(Pennsylvania) Crosscutters. He was also the Phillies’ Minor
League Defender of the Month in July. In all, there are 20 Rebels
active in professional baseball. Is there a Harper-esque $330million man among them? Time will tell.
[PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III]
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Sports
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A look back at Sam Boyd Stadium from the players
who opened it, and those who will close it.
BY JASON SCAVONE
The wind whipped through the
11,000-strong crowd in 30 mph gusts on
Oct. 23, 1971. The Rebel Yell would later
call the game a “Dust Bowl.”
The Weber State Wildcats were in Las
Vegas from the Big Sky Conference. A
short run and a long field goal put the ‘Cats
ahead, 10-0, after the first quarter.
Then in the second, magic. Vince Hart
drilled a 41-yarder through the uprights.
A blocked kick gave UNLV the ball on the
Weber 22-yard line, and quarterback Jim
Starkes found Greg Brown in the end zone.
Minutes later, another Weber turnover

let Starkes hit paydirt from the one, and
UNLV took its first lead in its first game
at its brand-new home field, then simply
named Las Vegas Stadium.
On Nov. 23 — 48 years and a month after that windswept contest just off of Boulder Highway — UNLV will face down San
Jose State in its final game at the storied
Sam Boyd Stadium.
“We had been playing at Cashman
Field,” Nate Hawkins said. He started
against Weber State as a senior wide receiver. “That field had holes and was dirty.
The high school stadiums were better than
our stadium. [Moving to Sam Boyd] was a
big deal. And we could see the university

was going on the up. I was impressed.”
The Wildcats swung things back their
way with a third-quarter touchdown and
sealed a 30-17 win in the fourth, but UNLV
football was on its way to carving out a
new identity in the city, anchored on the
east side of town.
As Sam Boyd enters its final days, junior
quarterback Armani Rogers is in a similar
position to where Hawkins was decades
ago, eager to play in a new stadium next
year as a senior, but still wanting to do
right by the current season.
Rogers is fond of his first taste of Sam
Boyd — an early September 2017 matchup
against Howard University, rushing for 87
yards and passing for 220 with a touchdown in the 40-43 loss.
“When you’re coming out of the tunnel
for the first time, there’s a lot of energy.
The fireworks are going off, the motorcy-

ABOVE: Sam Boyd
Stadium, seen here
under construction.

1978
Las Vegas Stadium
is renamed the Silver
Bowl.

1984
Another name
change makes it
the Sam Boyd Silver
Bowl, named for
the local casino
magnate.

RIGHT: Sam Boyd
has been home to
the Rebels since
1971. The final
regular-season game
at the stadium is
Nov. 23 against San
Jose State.

TIMELINE: SAM BOYD STADIUM
OCT. 23, 1971
UNLV plays its first
game at the $3.5
million, 15,000-seat
facility, then Las
Vegas Stadium, a
30-17 loss to the
Weber State (Utah)
Wildcats.

OCT. 30, 1971
The Rebels gain
their first victory
in the new home,
a 55-31 shootout
over New Mexico
Highlands.
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OCT. 19, 1974
Future Pro
Bowler Mike Thomas
rushes for 266 yards
against Boise State.
The running back
had nine games
where he rushed for
more than 100 and
three rushing for
200-plus.

NOV. 16, 1974
UNLV gets its first
win over UNR in
Sam Boyd. The 28-7
affair evened the
series at 3-3. The
Fremont Cannon
was on display at
the stadium in its
inaugural year, but
the Rebels had beat
the Wolfpack in
Reno that season.
UNLV would go on to
win the rivalry game
seven more times at
Sam Boyd.

NOV. 27, 1982
Quarterback
Randall Cunningham completed 26
of 46 for 413 yards
against Cal State
Fullerton, the second
time in the season
he threw for that
many yards. Cunningham, who would
go on to play in four
Pro Bowls, had 24
200-yard games for
the Rebels in his
College Football Hall
of Fame career.

PHOTOS COURTESY UNLV ATHLETICS

Memories
Sculpted
in Silver

PHOTOS COURTESY UNLV ATHLETICS
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NOV. 21, 1987
Running back
Ickey Woods carried the ball 37
times for 265 yards
against Pacific, the
third-highest total
in school history behind Mike Thomas.
Before he became
one of the most
important Cincinnati Bengals in that
franchise’s history,
he ground out 1,925
career yards for the
Rebels.

DEC. 18, 1992
The inaugural Las
Vegas Bowl sees
Bowling Green edge
UNR, 35-34. UNR
holds the Las Vegas
Bowl honor of the
most points scored in
regulation in a loss.

1994
The stadium’s
final name change
sees “Silver Bowl”
dropped for good
as it becomes Sam
Boyd Stadium.

DEC. 5, 1994
UNLV wallops
Central Michigan
University, 52-24,
in its first appearance in the Las
Vegas Bowl behind a
four-touchdown, 180
total-yard outburst
from future Steelers wideout Henry
Bailey.

MAY 21, 1995
The Grateful Dead
wraps up the third
straight night of
shows, setting the
stadium’s record
with 125,533 fans
attending and grossing $3.7 million.

NOV. 16, 1996
Quarterback Jon
Denton gains 513
total yards against
San Diego State, the
most ever at Sam
Boyd.

DEC. 21, 2000
The Rebels
returned to the Las
Vegas Bowl, this time
powered by a second-half attack that
upended Arkansas,
31-14 as quarterback Jason Thomas
went 12-for-17 for
217 yards and three
touchdowns.

An early
concept of the
stadium
is shown.
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cle’s revving, the people in the crowd, just
the whole energy.”
In August 2020, Rogers will have the
chance to lead the next generation of Rebels into a home that wouldn’t have been
possible at any other point in the history
of Las Vegas, a shared space with the soonto-be Las Vegas Raiders currently under
construction west of Mandalay Bay.
When he does, he’ll be uniquely suited
for it. Rogers grew up around NFL stadiums while his father, Sam, spent seven
years at linebacker for the Bills, Chargers,
and Falcons.
But even if Rogers has the feel and
rhythms of a big stadium programmed
into him from a childhood spent on the
sidelines, the transition still can offer up

Sam Boyd Stadium,
then called the Silver
Bowl, draws a big
crowd in the early
1970s.

surprises. When moving from Cashman to
Sam Boyd, there was plenty for Hawkins to
adjust to, anticipated or not.
“I had to get used to the turf,” Hawkins
said. “When you get out there, you fall
and you get those turf burns. We had to
get [special] shoes. One end of the stadium was open. So we had an advantage
of knowing what was going on there because on the opposite end from our locker
room, the wind would blow so if you were
kicking from our locker room, the ball
would get blown back. Instead of gaining
30 yards, 40 yards, they’d be blown back
10 yards.”
Likewise, the technology at Sam Boyd
was a huge improvement at the time. A
video screen on the scoreboard let players

see replays in the aftermath of a down, to
the delight of players. The setup at Cashman didn’t display much more than the
two teams’ scores.
UNLV joins a small group of major college football teams that share a stadium
with a pro team — Miami, Temple, Pittsburgh, and South Florida are the others —
and Hawkins expects the arrangement to
reflect well on the Rebels.
“I think a closer venue is going to bring
more of the fans out,” Hawkins said. “You
won’t put any hardships on trying to get
out to the stadium. [Sam Boyd] was an
upgrade and we liked it, but just like then,
this new stadium is going to be way better
for the university.”
It’s not going to be a bittersweet move
for the current squad, either. But Rogers
said they’re focused on this season and not
talking about the new digs just yet. Those
returning next year, however, know what
impact it, and the addition of the new
Fertitta Football Complex training facility,
could mean for recruiting.
But for just a little bit, Rogers lets himself think about the past.
“Forty-something years here, it feels like
it’s a lot,” Rogers said. “The history that has
been on the field, from Randall Cunningham to all the legacy [players] that have
been through Sam Boyd. Going to the new
stadium, we have to create our own legacy
there.”

TIMELINE: SAM BOYD STADIUM
FEB. 3, 2001
Sam Boyd plays
home to the firstever game of Vince
McMahon’s XFL,
when the Las Vegas
Outlaws hosted the
New York/New Jersey Hitmen, a 19-0
win featuring possibly the most notable
player in XFL history,
Vegas’ Rod “He Hate
Me” Smart.

APRIL 7, 2001
The Outlaws would
play their final game
of the season, a 16-3
loss to the Memphis Maniax. In 10
games, the 4-6 Outlaws only cracked 20
points three times.
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AUG. 31, 2002
The fans, all
38,026 of them,
packed into Sam
Boyd to see the
Rebels take on Wisconsin. It stands as
the attendance mark
to this day.

OCT. 29, 2005
The music festival
Vegoose kicks off
its inaugural year,
featuring acts like
Dave Matthews,
Beck, Arcade Fire,
The Flaming Lips,
Primus, and Ween.
The festival would
return in 2006 and
2007.

NOV. 24, 2018
UNLV completes
the biggest comeback in school history, erasing a 23-0
deficit to beat UNR,
34-29 behind three
touchdowns from
quarterback Armani
Rogers, and reclaim
control of the Fremont Cannon.

NOV. 23, 2019
The Rebels will play
their final regularseason home game
against San Jose
State.

DEC. 21, 2019
Sam Boyd hosts its
final Las Vegas Bowl.

Sports

STARTING LINEUP

IN BRIEF

AVI’TAL WILSON-PERTEETE Only a sophomore, Avi’Tal Wilson-Perteete just
wrapped up her second campaign with a trip to the NCAA Outdoor Championships at the University of
Texas in June. It was already her second trip to nationals, and she posted the best finish for a Rebel at the
event since 2012 with a third-place finish in the 800m.
The Oakland, California, native and pre-business major has two more years with the Rebels, but first we
checked in with her to talk about nationals, running indoors, and the importance of free T-shirts.
How did it go at nationals?
It was quite the experience. Texas is, you know, I thought
it was going to be a lot warmer, but it was cold and it was
raining. It was crazy to be in such a competitive field just
knowing that I was racing against the the top collegiate
athletes in our nation. That was a pretty exciting, kind of
terrifying. I threw up.
From nerves, or something else?
I was low on electrolytes. I think because it was humid
out there.
What did you learn about that level of competition or
about yourself?
A lot about myself, actually. So this is a lesson that I
actually had learned from NCAAs last year indoors but it
kind of manifested itself in an another form this year. It’s
my mentality. When I go into my races, it plays a really big
factor into how I perform in my race. Freshman year at
indoor nationals, I was really hard on myself. Sure enough,
I got second-to-last, but that’s only because a girl fell in my
race. I was really mad after that race, but I realized, like,
it was my mentality that put me in the wrong spot. Since
then I’ve been working really hard to try to make sure I
don’t go back to that. This year, I felt like I was in control
during the whole race. I learned that I have to stop being
so hard on myself before a race.

How did you settle on 400 and 800 as your
distances?
I actually got tricked into running the 800. I was supposed to be a sprinter. So I was a 100, 200 runner and
occasional 400 runner. After my third high school race,
my coach says, ‘You should try the 800.’ I’d heard rumors
about 800 and everybody saying it’s the hardest race.
Why would I want to race that? And then the coach said,
‘If you win your heat, you get a free T-shirt.’ So of course,
I had to run it. Sure enough, I ran it and I won my heat. I
was probably like 80 meters ahead of everybody by the
time I finished it. After that he said the next time I would
also get a T-shirt. So that’s really how he roped me in, two
races, two free T-shirts.
Do you still have the shirt?
No, that’s definitely lost over time.
As an Oakland native, how do you feel about the Raiders
coming to Vegas?
I am not happy about it. Once they move, I am definitely
going to take a different team. I was really only a Raiders
fan because they’re from Oakland. Since they’re switching
cities, there’s no reason to be a Raiders fan. Loyalties for
the Raiders don’t run that deep in my veins.
— Jason Scavone

FORMER HOOPS
PLAYERS START
SCHOLARSHIP IN
COACH’S NAME
Starting in 2020, a
new scholarship will
be available for one
female UNLV student
in honor of late
women’s basketball
coach Dan Ayala.
Legends of the
Ball, Inc. — a group
of former UNLV and
Women’s Basketball
League players that
includes Liz Galloway, Janie Fincher,
Janice Fuller and
Belinda Candler —
are working to keep
the spirit of the pioneering 1977-1980
Women’s Professional Basketball
League alive.
The scholarship
will be open to any
student who maintains a 3.0 grade
point average.
RECORD-HOLDING
UNLV RUNNING
BACK DIES
UNLV Athletics
Hall of Famer Mike
Thomas, the twotime All-American
running back, died
Aug. 23 at his home
in Texas at age 66.
Thomas still holds
the school record of
314 yards gained
in a game, against
Santa Clara in 1973.
He amassed 3,149
rushing yards and
37 touchdowns in
just two years as a
Rebel. The running
back was drafted by
Washington in 1975
and made the Pro
Bowl in 1976.
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 UNLV TO THE RESCUE FOR THESE FROGS
HARD X-RAYS: NEW MATERIALS AND THE SECRET OF LIFE?
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TWO THOUSAND CENTURIES
IN A HANDFUL OF DUST

The 3,000 vials of rock powder in the lab of paleoclimatologist Matthew Lachniet contain some 175,000 years worth of
Nevada’s droughts and monsoons.
Lachniet’s team collected the samples from stalagmites in a
single cave in the Basin and Range National Monument for their
study on the history of climate patterns in the western United
States, Central America, and Mexico. By comparing samples
from various depths, they’ve discovered that, in the last 11,000
years, there was a 3,500-year run where the state’s climate was
even hotter and drier than it is now. July doesn’t seem so bad
now, does it?
PHOTO BY JOSH HAWKINS
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Physics
professor
Michael
Pravica’s
work on useful hard X-ray
photochemistry could
reveal novel
materials —
and possibly
an explanation for the
origin of life
on Earth.

BY JASON SCAVONE
The same thing that makes X-rays helpful for diagnosing fractures and cavities
is what makes them pesky in other areas.
(Don’t search for “X-ray burns” unless you
have a strong stomach and a morbid curiosity.)
X-ray photons have plenty of energy,
and the body — save all those stalwart calcium atoms in your bones — does a poor
job absorbing it. When you get a medical
X-ray, what you see on the screen are the
shadows of calcium-dense parts of your
body as X-rays pass clean through softer
tissue. It all works out great when X-rays
are used in short bursts, but in longer exposures, they can prove harmful.
It’s not just your body that’s vulnerable.
X-rays can damage even inorganic matter.
When X-ray photons collide with atoms
and make them take on more energy, it
can excite the electrons in those atoms to
move to a high-energy orbit around the
nucleus. This can cause an atom to ionize,
where those electrons might careen out
of the atom; or they could relax to their
natural state.
In that space between excitation and
relaxation is, perhaps, everything.
“For most physicists and other scientists that use X-rays, they are a nuisance.
But what we realized is that we could
actually use the X-rays as a means to
harness novel chemistry,” Pravica said.
“Chemistry is usually done where we’re
adding [energy] in different ways. In our
case we’re using the X-rays.”
Even better, that energy can be precisely targeted.
“Hard [higher energy] X-rays are very
penetrating and they are very highly
ionizing. It’s like a bull in a china shop
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BREAKING BONDS
Already, Pravica has developed a new
polymer of carbon monoxide using these
techniques. But it all started, as science
sometimes does, with an accident.
In 2011, Pravica and his team were
studying X-rays and potassium perchlorate at the U.S. Department of Energy’s
Argonne National Laboratory outside
Chicago. While observing shadows from
the X-rays, they noticed an occasional
popcorn effect — the result of oxygen being formed and bursting potassium crystals in the sample.
So they started using the process on
other chemicals. In the course of the experiments, Pravica had to leave Chicago
and return to UNLV, so he left an assistant
in charge of an experiment trying to synthesize water, with strict instructions not
to leave a cap on the container or else gasses would build up and explode a $3,000
crystal detector.
He didn’t; it did.
“I realized, my gosh, we have an interesting way to ignite things without heat.
We called that X-ray-induced combustion,
which was driven by useful hard X-ray
photochemistry. When I first saw this, I
had this whole vision: ‘What if we could
make complex molecules?’”
X-ray photochemistry wasn’t, in itself,
new. What was new was using hard X-rays
and pressure to synthesize new materials,
like new types of cesium superoxide and
stable doped (chemically altered) polymeric carbon monoxide.
It opens up entire avenues for materials science to explore and create in ways
that previously hadn’t been available to
researchers. The hard X-rays could theoretically be used to help create entire new
structures of silicon that could revolutionize electronics, such as new types of
radiation-hardened sensors for extreme
environments like deep space or in solar
cells.
If the chemical questions are robust,

the epistemological ones are downright
massive. The process could be used to
explain the most enduring of mysteries:
How did life come to exist in the universe?
THE SWEET SPOT: X-RAYS
Human beings have been able to produce amino acids with just sparks, but
we can’t make complex polymers without
complex means. Yet the primordial earth
didn’t have the means to form polymers.
And with that early, harsh atmosphere,
few complex organic molecules could
be made. In the “civilized” conditions of
space, though, it’s another story.
Biological systems need molecular precursors like oxalate salts and oxalic acid.
There have been longstanding questions
about how these compounds could have
synthesized in space. Useful hard X-ray
photochemistry may be the answer.
“There might have been some initial
complex polymers on an asteroid or some
interstellar medium. You [might] have
billions of years of these X-rays. Over
time, they’re interacting with copper
molecules, and maybe through some of
the same mechanisms that we’re observing, they formed larger quantities of these
materials that then came onto the Earth.
We found people talking about gamma
rays, but nobody was looking in the sweet
spot of hard X-rays.”
This kind of photochemistry could
have also had an effect on our celestial
neighbor.
The surface of Mars is believed to contain oxalate salts. Its atmosphere is thin
enough to allow certain hard X-rays to
penetrate, and though Mars’ red hue
is often attributed to iron oxide rust, it
could be partially attributable to the products of these types of chemical reactions.
Pravica’s polymer carbon monoxide can
turn that kind of red with the right dose
of hard X-ray radiation. So Mars could be
verifiable proof that these processes were
happening, under the right conditions.
It’s possible that hard X-rays could turn
out to be the building block that explains
processes deep into the past, and pave the
way toward techniques and materials that
serve us well into the future.
“I want to make a whole tailored family
of polymers using this,” Pravica said. “It’s
a whole class of compounds we can make.
We’re showing X-rays can actually build
complex molecules.”

PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III

X-Rays
Mark
the Spot

just wreaking havoc. But when you heat
something the whole sample gets heated
up. X-rays, you can focus them to less than
a millionth of a meter. So, even though it’s
a bull in a china shop, it’s a targeted bull.
“We’re finding that, as a consequence
of this, you get new compounds that are
synthesized that nobody’s ever synthesized before.”

Research

PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III

“I realized, my gosh,
we have an interesting
way to ignite things
without heat. ... When I
first saw this, I had this
whole vision: What if
we could make complex
molecules?”
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UNLV’s reintroduction effort
keeps leopard frog species
off the endangered list.
BY KRISTIN RATTINI
It was not what Jef Jaeger expected to
find.
Four months prior, the assistant professor-in-residence in the School of Life
Sciences had released tiny relict leopard
frog tadpoles in a pond at the Springs Preserve. When Jaeger returned in the fall
for a population count, he discovered the
frogs had not just survived but thrived far
beyond his projections.
“They were humongous,” he said. “We
didn’t realize that they could grow that
fast in the wild.”
Jaeger soon spotted the secret to the
frog’s success: Africanized bees shared the
same watering hole. “These little frogs,
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which are basically the size of a bee, were
grabbing up these bees and eating them,”
he said. “It was pretty cool to see.”
The odds that the relict leopard frog
could survive at all were once extremely
long. The species was thought to be extinct along the Virginia and Colorado rivers. But scientists rediscovered it in Lake
Mead in 1991, and in 2001 a multiagency
conservation team coordinated by UNLV
coalesced around the frog’s cause. In the
18 years since, the team has spared the
frogs from the federal endangered species
list, bolstered its population, and kept
management of the frogs in local hands.
“When we started, there were only
about 1,100 adult frogs on the face of the
earth,” Jaeger said. “We now have somewhere around 3,000 adult frogs on the
landscape.”
The team has raised more than 20,000
tadpoles and juvenile frogs, which are released in batches about 20 times a year

ABOVE: Jef Jaeger
holds up a relict leopard frog at Kaolin
Spring.
RIGHT: Jaeger and
Robert Pellitier take
notes at the site.

at 14 sites around Southern Nevada and
northern Arizona.
“It’s hard to find good translocation
sites for these frogs,” Jaeger explains. “The
sites where they existed historically are
covered in lakes, modified substantially,
or infested with crayfish, exotic fishes
or the chytrid fungus, which is causing
massive declines in amphibians worldwide. Where we do find new sites, they
are generally small and isolated, which
makes them susceptible to flash floods,
temporary loss of water, and trespassing
cattle. These small populations are quite
vulnerable.”
They have powerful agencies pulling
for them. Jaeger coordinates the efforts
of the conservation team, which includes
the National Park Service, U.S. Bureau of
Land Management, Southern Nevada Water Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Nevada Department of Wildlife, and
the Arizona Game & Fish Department.

PHOTO: JOSH HAWKINS

It’s Easier Being Green

DESERT RARITIES

Research

Researchers at UNLV have played a key role in helping several species in the Southwest not just survive but thrive.

Mountain lion — David Choate, a visiting assistant professor, conducts novel research on cougar-prey dynamics in the
northern Mojave Desert. This collaborative work provides critical
information to assist in the conservation and management of
desert bighorn sheep and cougars on federal lands, including
insight into cougar predation in relation to ungulate water use on
the Desert National Wildlife Refuge, predation and human safety
on the Nevada National Security Site, and basic cougar ecology
on the Lake Mead National Recreation Area.
Desert tortoise — Postdoctoral scholar
Michael Treat works with investigators
from the U.S. Geological Survey on how
diet may be impacting desert tortoise
re-introductions.

Mount Charleston blue butterfly — Daniel Thompson is the
lead researcher working with federal agencies to understand
life history and population biology of several alpine butterflies,
including this rare species.

Devil’s hole pupfish — The late Distinguished Professor of Environmental
Studies James Deacon called the pupfish, found only deep in the Devil’s Hole
cavern at Ash Meadows, “an improbable
species.” In the 1970s, he provided expert testimony in a landmark Supreme
Court decision on the protection of such
endangered species. Later, Stan Hillyard
and Frank van Breukelen worked on the
physiology of pupfish, showing that they
possess a novel form of metabolism
called paradoxical anaerobism.

PHOTOS: NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE

Desert bighorn sheep — UNLV’s most recent projects have been in cooperation with several federal and state agencies, spearheaded by the U.S. Geological Survey. Jef Jaeger and colleagues recently completed investigations into the
population genetics of local herds in the mountains surrounding Las Vegas. The research provided insight into the
connectivity among the herds and potential loss of connectivity from human development in the region. David Choate
and colleagues assessed the impact of cougar predation on the bighorn population in the Desert National Wildlife Refuge just to the north of Las Vegas. That project included the tracking of both bighorns and cougars using collars that
transmit locational data via satellites. The information has been important in understanding how predation risk affects
the dynamics of habitat selection and movement by bighorn sheep.

That teamwork resulted in the frog remaining off the endangered species list
when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
re-evaluated its status in 2016.
“They recognized that there is already
in place a successful strategy,” Jaeger said.
“The trajectory of the species has been
positive over the past decade. By not being
on the list, it has allowed us to maintain
local control and avoid massive amounts
of paperwork and red tape. We can be
more flexible in
“When we
our approach.”
A steady stream
started, there
of undergraduate
were only
biology students,
in both volunteer
about 1,100
and paid positions,
adult frogs
aid the agencies in
on the face
that approach.
Rebeca Rivera
of the earth.
joined the project
We now have in her junior year,
somewhere
nine years ago.
Since then she has
around
been serving as
3,000 adult
Jaeger’s research
frogs on the
assistant. Together with graduate
landscape.”
student Anthony
Jef Jaeger
Waddle,
they’ve
School of Life Sciences
been working on
new research on
the devastating chytrid fungus. They’ve
already published two papers with a third
in the works.
“I’m learning all the time,” Rivera said.
“Just by going out to the translocation
sites, you can see how much the habitat
has changed over the years. It’s amazing
to watch them grow and transform from
a little embryo to a tadpole and then gain
their four limbs.
“To see them, four months after we released them, as these huge frogs almost
tripled in size is a beautiful glimpse of
life.”
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BECOME A REBEL ADVOCATE

The UNLV Alumni Association calls upon our alumni and friends to become a Rebel Advocate to
support higher education and the interests of the UNLV alumni community. Our mission is to
engage, inform and connect alumni and friends of UNLV to communicate with our community
leaders and stakeholders on issues of importance for our alma mater.
You have the power to help the UNLV Alumni Association expand our reach, guide public discussions, and connect with government and business leaders to support our university.
U N LV. E D U / A L U M N I / R E B E L - A D V O C AT E S

REBELS FOREVER
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Rethinking
Slot Beliefs
A new UNLV study suggests players can't detect differences
in how much — and how often — a slot machine pays.
BY TONY ALLEN
It’s a common sight on casino floors: patrons jumping from slot machine to slot
machine before eventually hunkering
down at a game that’s due for the next
big payout. But can players — even the
regulars who frequent a particular property — really tell the difference between
the house edge on one game from that of
another?
Nope. At least not according to a series
of recent studies led by Anthony Lucas, a
UNLV Hospitality College professor and
former gaming industry operations analyst.
For the past several years, Lucas and
colleague Katherine Spilde from San Diego State University have taken to casino
floors on multiple properties in the U.S.,
Australia, and Mexico to investigate. Their
results contradict long-held beliefs by casino operators about a player’s ability to
detect differences in how much — and

how often — a slot machine pays.
“I think some operators are naturally
and understandably cautious of new information that challenges traditional industry practices,” said Lucas. “But we must
consider how we know what we know.
This is where our work takes on a Moneyball-like aspect — questioning the wisdom
of widely held beliefs when data show
that a new way of thinking may be better.”
In their latest study, the UNLV-led research team compared two pairs of reel
slot games at a “locals” casino in suburban
Sydney, Australia, where all wagering occurs on electronic gaming devices.
Their process is relatively straightforward: take two identical slot machines,
positioned in similar places on a casino
floor, but vary the par — the percent of
total coin-in that the machine keeps over
time. For example, if the par on a game
is set at 10 percent, the machine would
be expected to retain $10 of every $100
wagered, on average, over the long term.

But in the short term, this rarely happens,
increasing the difficulty of par detection.
Researchers measured daily coin-in for
each machine as well as its T-win, a formula that multiplies coin-in and par to calculate a machine’s theoretical win. If, over
the course of the nine-month test, regular
players could detect a difference in the
pars, this comparison would reveal whether (and how much) players migrated from
higher par to lower par slot machines.
As Lucas predicted, differences between the high- and low-par games remained stable throughout the length of
the study, which meant that there was no
statistically significant indication of play
migration.
“Ultimately, operators are responsible
for optimizing slot revenues, which is no
simple task,” Lucas said. “Knowing which
par will produce
the greatest win is “This is where our work takes
most helpful, but
on a Moneyball-like aspect
the optimization
—
questioning the wisdom
issue
becomes
more
complex of widely held beliefs when
when the posdata show that a new way of
sibility of player
detection is intro- thinking may be better.”
duced.”
That’s where industry perspective is
mixed, as operators have expressed concerns that short-term gains from higher
pars could lead to long-term losses as
players leave perceived “tight” slot floors
for the greener pastures of their competitors.
To account for this concern, researchers extended length of time from previous
work and expanded the difference in pars
between matched pairs.
Despite these factors, in both instances
the results still found no evidence of players moving away from higher-par machines to their low-par counterparts, and
the high-par games continued to post substantially greater revenues.
“Put simply, our results suggest that
greater pars produce greater revenues,
without the risk of brand damage resulting from ‘price’ detection,” Lucas said.
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“We’re
dealing with
sustainability,
we’re
dealing with
economics,
we’re dealing
with a deeper
sense of social
responsibility,
but also with
spirituality in
some sense.”
— Attila Lawrence

Healthcare
Interior
Design

Healthcare interior
design student Michael Sagun has his
leg wrapped and
uses a walker to
show how a person
with mobility issues
moves through a
space.
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The Spaces
We Occupy,
UNLV’s healthcare interior
design master’s program
is examining new ways of
approaching individual
well-being. It’s just one of
several areas of study at the
university tackling health
care from fresh angles.
BY JASON SCAVONE
PHOTOS BY JOSH HAWKINS

Re-examined
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Healthcare
Interior
Design

t’s inevitability by demography.
The entire population of the United
States is right around 330 million. By
2030, even the youngest of the Baby
Boomers — a cohort that makes up about
22 percent of the population — will top
age 65. By 2035, according to the Census
Bureau, there will be more adults 65-plus
than children under 18.
Aging, and all the physical and cognitive problems that go with it, will be one
of the dominant social concerns of the
coming years. And it’s not just a graying
America that will challenge us: The veteran population right now is around 19
million, including about 4 million people
with physical or mental disabilities. Overlapping the health of those populations is
a society that is starting to increasingly
focus on general wellness and preventive
medicine, all in a country that spends 18
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percent of its gross domestic product on
health care compared to 11.5 percent, on
average, in other high-income countries.
But addressing our 21st century
health concerns extends far beyond doctors’ visits and prescriptions. For Attila
Lawrence, our built environment must
change, too.
“Human well-being and human health
has a lot to do with not only medical attention, but it has lot to do with behavior,” the interior architecture and design
professor said. “But behavioral therapy
cannot be successful without understanding the role of the environment. The best
care — it doesn’t matter what it is — takes
place in your home environment.”
That need is what drove Lawrence to create the School of Architecture’s healthcare
interior design master’s program in 2017.
More than just designing hospitals and doc-

tors offices, healthcare interior design aims
to build out spaces that accommodate individuals’ needs. It can be anything from lowering counters for people in wheelchairs; to
installing softer materials on flooring, and
counter tops with rounded corners and discreet grab bars for those in danger of falling.
These are obvious, simple examples, but often the practice can be as subtle as changing
colors and patterns to highlight differences
in elevation or to lessen the effects of an
episode experienced by a person who has
schizophrenia.
A FOCUS ON HEALTH CARE
FUNDAMENTALS
The discipline of health design occupies
such a rare space that only a handful of
other universities offer healthcare interior design, and none in the West. Similar
programs can be found at Clemson, Texas
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“Behavioral therapy cannot be successful without understanding
the role of the environment. The best care — it doesn’t matter what
it is — takes place in your home environment.”

Opposite:
Professor Dak
Kopec, left, and
healthcare interior design student
Dafne Odette,
right, help wrap
student Michael
Sagun’s leg.
Simulating amputation is one
of the techniques
in Kopec’s Built
Environment and
Human Health
class.

Tech, Kent State, Florida International
University, the University of Virginia, and
Boston Architectural College.
People, Lawrence notes, spend about
90 percent of their lives indoors. Those
environments impact your mood: how
calm you are, how agitated you are, even
how much alcohol one consumes.
That fact gnawed at Lawrence.
Friends would share pictures from design magazines of rooms they wanted
but that he knew wouldn’t be good fits
for them. Then there was a presentation
at The Cleveland Clinic’s Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health that emphasized the
importance of nutrition and exercise, but
never considered the environments that
help people achieve those goals.
Lawrence followed up with Dr. Dylan
Wint, a Ruvo neurologist and psychiatrist,
to start what would develop into a partnership with UNLV. Wint consulted with
Lawrence on forming a curriculum — one
that still includes students working closely with the Ruvo Center. They present

there on various design issues up to three
times a semester.
GAINING UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE
ON HEALTH NEEDS
Dak Kopec, who developed and launched
this specialty at Boston Architectural College, was recruited to UNLV to help take
its program to the next level.
At the outset, he found UNLV interior design students already versed in health care
design thanks to Lawrence incorporating
the subject into undergraduate classes.
“At the end of [my] interview, I saw
the student work — these students were
already translating research into design,”
Kopec said. “Just simple things like, how
do you design differently for an ischemic
stroke versus a hemorrhagic stroke? I
hadn’t seen this level of detail demonstrated in many programs. [Other] students just
don’t have a strong working knowledge of
health concerns. Most of them don’t know
the difference between the dementias, but
these students at UNLV did.”

Part of that curriculum involves Kopec’s Built Environment and Human
Health class, where students must simulate various conditions and disabilities.
For macular degeneration, they wear
swim goggles covered with purple dots
on the lenses. For osteoarthritis, boards
are strapped to a student’s leg to force
them to move with an unbending knee.
And hoops draped in fabric simulate the
difficulties someone with morbid obesity faces walking from the Paul B. Sogg
Architecture Building to the Student
Union, buying lunch or coffee, using the
bathroom, and then returning.
“Those are things that they’re not used
to doing because we’re used to just creating an image for [projects],” Kopec said. “I
have architecture students who will take
this course because they find it fascinating,
but it’s only an elective for them. With the
interior design students, I can hear [the experience] play out in their design process.”
A key part of the training is designing
holistic projects that address a host of
needs. That can mean a theoretical home
for a multigenerational family with multiple issues, or it could mean designing
spaces for specific concerns.
Dafne Odette, new to the master’s
program, is one of three students who
went to the International Nursing Conference for Excellence in Healthcare Design at Clemson University in August. She
teamed up with Michael Sagun to design

Top, from left:
Kopec, professor
Attila Lawrence,
and designer-inresidence Marisela Thompson are
helping to grow
the program.
Bottom:
Goggles are used
to simulate macular degeneration, and taping
a thumb allows
students to get a
feel for designing
for people who
don’t have use of
a thumb.
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UNTANGLING
A WEB
Boyd’s health law concentration brings
legal expertise to a growing area of need.

Health Law
Solar
Decathlon

an assisted care facility for people with
dementia. Its five bedrooms, salon, bistro,
and theater are all organized in the round.
Why the round? So the residents don’t get
lost in a maze of hallways.
In the center, an open courtyard is
easily accessed “so they’re going to the
outside but it’s still a controlled environment,” Odette said. In the main part of
the building, “we hid the exit doors to the
building so they would not wander away.”
Those are the types of solutions the
School of Architecture’s graduates will
need to be able to produce in the coming
years. Not only will they be crucial for patients from a health care standpoint, but
the demand for those skills will explode
in the near future.
Between 2005 and 2015, Nevada’s 65plus population increased by more than
50 percent, and the number of people
in the state 85 and older has grown 75
percent in the last decade. Instances of
Alzheimer’s are expected to increase at
least 14 percent in every state by 2025.
All of that adds up to a field that
should see a surge in demand, both in
new construction and in repurposing existing structures to meet new demands.
“Younger [people], many of them are
moving back with their parents,” Lawrence said. “Economically, it’s a gold mine
[for interior designers] because the home
will have to be suitable for everybody.
Some renovations will have to be done
because a home that was built 30 to 50
years ago lacks all the things that will
make it user-friendly for members of a
multi-generational family.
“It will have to do with not only social sustainability but environmental
sustainability, simply meaning that we
are keeping [buildings]. So we’re dealing with sustainability at different levels,
we’re dealing with economics, we’re dealing with a deeper sense of social responsibility, but also dealing with spirituality
in some sense.”
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A rendering of
Dafne Odette
and Michael
Sagun’s concept
for an assisted
living facility for
dementia patients includes a
salon, bistro, and
theater.

Lawyers may not be in the operating theater
or administering crucial medicine, but they’re
a vital component of the country’s more than
$3.5 trillion (and growing) health care system.
An industry that massive naturally incurs
a host of regulation as a stunningly complex
web of state, federal, and private interests
inform its laws and customs.
The William S. Boyd School of Law’s health
law program was started in partnership
Tovino
with the School of Public Health in 2013 to
train the next generation of lawyers to help
patients, doctors, insurance companies, and
lawmakers untangle that web.
Founding director and professor Stacey Tovino recalls her own naivete as a law student
at the University of Houston; she actually
worried about getting a job in the field. She
hadn’t even graduated before the job offers
started coming in. “Regardless of whether
Orentlicher
the economy is booming or is in a recession,
patients get sick, insurers have to pay, doctors
and nurses get sued; it is a recession-proof industry,” she said.
Now under the leadership of current director Dr. David Orentlicher,
the program, which has eight graduates to date, has already seen an
impact in the state. Dr. Paul Janda, a neurologist and 2016 graduate
of the program, helped work on a bill that updated Nevada’s definition
of brain death.
The program aims to be an expert resource for policymakers. It
hosted symposiums on the opioid crisis and cost containment in
health care, and this year will consider health care reform and the
2020 election. Speakers also have discussed surprise medical bills for
“out-of-network” care and the impact of legislation affecting motherhood and abortion.
The program is maturing as the region’s health care infrastructure
expands with the launch of the UNLV School of Medicine. The need for
Nevada health lawyers has grown to cover issues as varied as physician employment contracts to joint operating agreements to privacy
regulation, fraud, waste, and the high-tech rules that govern patient
records.
“When the health law program first started out, we were teaching
the students just the basics,” Tovino said. “But now that the health
care industry in Las Vegas is growing the doctors and the hospitals
here, they want to do all sorts of things that are very legally complex.
So many federal health laws very heavily regulate that aspect. Now,
we’re getting into the nitty-gritty stuff. It’s just such an exciting time
for health.”
— By Jason Scavone

VETERANS, SOLAR POWER,
AND MARVELS OF ENGINEERING
Architecture professor Eric Weber helped usher UNLV’s
team through its first Solar Decathlon — the U.S. Department of Energy competition that challenges colleges to
construct buildings powered by renewable energy. Now
he’s back to lead 15 architecture students — and around
45 students from other disciplines, including engineering,
graphic design, marketing, and more — through creating
Desert Bloom, the 2020 Solar Decathlon entry.
The international competition, held in Washington, D.C.,
is judged on 10 criteria including energy efficiency and
independence.
This year’s entry will implement some of the principles
of healthcare interior design, aiming to solve a host
of problems endemic to those who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan.
With two veterans and the spouse of a veteran in the
group, the team settled early on a project that would focus
on veterans’ needs. Weber himself is a Marine Corps vet.

The home will use solutions like protrusions on counters
that give amputees using prostheses something to grab
onto in case of a fall; and a garden wall that can help
alleviate PTSD as greenery is shown to reduce stress in
veterans.
The building will use innovative energy-saving materials
like energy-efficient eutectic salts in a cooling system,
and solar panels that will allow some natural light into the
building.
“If you understand really well the nature of what you’re
trying to solve, then it will make for better architecture,”
Weber said. “That extends to the aesthetics, understanding how these complex systems work, responding to the
user’s needs. If you do all those things beautifully and the
building functions beautifully, inherently that tends to drive
it toward being a beautiful building.”
— By Jason Scavone
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A TOUCHSTONE
FOR THE FUTURE
Dr. Jeffrey Cummings
joins UNLV from the Lou
Ruvo Clinic to help launch
a program crucial for an
aging Nevada population.
BY MATT JACOB

W

hen a university launches a
new area of study — particularly in a field as critical as health
sciences — the goal is to recruit faculty
with A-list credentials.
When UNLV’s recently renamed School
of Integrated Health Sciences decided
to establish a new department of brain
health, the college’s dean, Ronald T.
Brown, went searching for a superstar in
the field.
That search took Brown less than 10
miles up the road from campus to the
Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for
Brain Health, where world-renowned
neurologist Dr. Jeffrey Cummings had
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served as director for the center’s first
eight years.
Earlier this year, Cummings joined
UNLV as a research professor within the
new department of brain health, which is
chaired by Jefferson Kinney, an associate
professor of psychology.
Cummings will focus on his specialty
of Alzheimer’s disease research, including
creating a new institution tentatively titled the Center for Transformative Neuroscience. He also will conduct community
outreach to raise awareness and support
for the new department.
“I loved my time at Cleveland Clinic,
but I also love the university environment, and I wanted to return to a place
where there was an emphasis on learning
and discovery,” said the 71-year-old Cummings, who has earned numerous honors
throughout his career, including the 2008
national Alzheimer’s Association’s Ronald
and Nancy Reagan Research Award.
“Also, as a new department, you have
the opportunity to be far more formative

than you do in a larger, more established
department. So it seemed like the right
combination of opportunities.”
The timing was right for another key
reason: With Southern Nevada’s aging
population increasing rapidly, the need
for exhaustive research into the cause of
neurogenerative diseases — as well as the
development of drug therapies — is greater than ever.
As Cummings notes, 43,000 Nevadans
suffer from Alzheimer’s disease alone.
And while there are 112 drugs currently
in the Alzheimer’s disease “treatment
pipeline” — that is, drugs that are in various phases of clinical trials across the
United States — the last new Alzheimer’s
drug to receive federal approval was back
in 2003.
“What you need are resources to attract
the right people — if you get the right
people in place, anything can happen,” he
said.
“Yes, we’re only at the beginning and
there are just a few of us. But can [a
breakthrough] happen here? Absolutely
it can. And if you look back at the origins
of almost any [successful] program, they
had a small beginning and they grew into
something large because they had passion
for it, people got interested in it, and resources were provided for it.”
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Brain Health

Nurse Leaders Begin Here
Whether you're looking to
advance your career or become a
nurse educator, we have the
program for you!
Applications Open October 1, 2019
PhD in Nursing- Nursing Education
PhD in Nursing- post DNP to PhD
MSN-DNP- Advanced Practice
MSN-DNP- Nurse Executive
MSN- Family Nurse Practitioner
MSN-Nurse Educator
Advanced Graduate Certificate in Nursing
Education
Bachelor of Science in Nursing
RN-BSN (online) Applications Open November 1

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
(online) Spring 2021

Questions?
Phone: 702-895-3360
Email: unlv.nursing@unlv.edu
Scan the code
and submit your
questions!
Find us on social media:
@UNLVnursing

Learn more at www.unlv.edu/nursing

«
PROFESSOR’S
GOT TALENT!
BY JASON SCAVONE | PHOTOS BY LONNIE TIMMONS III

T

hey might not get judged by Howie Mandel any time soon (or maybe they will!), but UNLV has
its share of professors as talented outside the classroom as they are in it. We checked in with four
academics who are dicing, dancing, acting, and hip-throwing their way across the valley and the
world in pursuit of excellence in a second sphere.

So who’s going to get the million-dollar prize and the headlining gig on the Strip? We have no idea. But here’s

who’s headlining on Maryland Parkway.

Finley Cotrone
HOSPITALITY | THEATER AND VOICE ACTING
As a theater student, a professor told Finley Cotrone
that her voice was so bad that she just might get some
voice work. From humble beginnings, right? Once
the sting wore off about 10 years later, she put her
distinctive pipes to work, landing gigs in the Command
& Conquor series of video games — including Red Alert
2, which sold more than 800,000 copies — and as the
voice of the Las Vegas Monorail.
She also spent years doing theater and improv
comedy with local group The Usual Suspects. Those
performance chops helped lead her to training for the
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hospitality industry. She was spotted doing a show
by a training manager for the then-to-open Aladdin
resort.
After being brought in to help develop and lead
orientation, it was a logical path from that to working
in a corporate environment as a trainer, to a master’s
from UNLV and eventual doctorate, to now teaching
here.
Now, she encourages her undergrads to take
classes in acting to improve their ability to relate to
people in a hospitality environment.
Improv, she said, keeps you in the moment. “It has to
be very quick. You have to turn off the judgment; you
have to stop wondering if that was perfect. I think it
helps us get past all the walls we put up, and become
very human.”

Nancy
Rapoport
LAW | BALLROOM DANCE
They didn’t have anything in common except
ballroom dancing. One of Nancy Rapoport’s
former beaus took up the sport, and she fell
in love with it more than him. Years later, that
guy is gone, but the dancing lives on.
Rapoport has been a competitive ballroom
dancer since the 1990s, placing in a slew
of competitions over the years, including a
first-place finish in her division of the United
States Dance Championships Pro/Am Rising
Star in 2014.
Judges score each couple on criteria such
as artistic ability and technical competence.
Rapoport competes in 9-dance, which means
dancing the cha-cha, rumba, mambo, bolero,
swing, waltz, tango, foxtrot, and Viennese
waltz over two days of competition. And that
takes spending a lot of time in the gym training and building up endurance.
It also helps out in the classroom.
“It keeps me remembering what it’s like
to learn something new,” she said. “When I
watch my students struggling with a concept,
I remember what it feels like (with a move)
to be almost there, but not quite and how
frustrating that feels.”
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Paul Schollmeier
PHILOSOPHY | JUDO

It was supposed to be a break from philosophy.
Paul Schollmeier, then a grad student at the University of Chicago,
was looking for a break from studying; something to get him up and
moving. Why not judo? It’s good exercise, and you learn a little selfdefense.
It was supposed to be a break from philosophy, but some 30 years
later, that’s not how it worked out.
“I soon discovered that judo is a very philosophical sport,” Schollmeier said. “At first I tried to ignore the philosophy of it because I was
doing so much philosophy for my classes.”
After his doctorate, teaching those classes and launching his career
took him away from the sport, but Schollmeier has come back to it in
a big way, capturing third in his division at this year’s USA Judo Senior
National Championships at the Westgate Resort & Casino in June.
He makes annual pilgrimages to Japan to study the sport, and he’s
achieved the second level of black belt, nidan (judo has 10 student
ranks and 10 distinct black belt ranks).
And of course, there’s that issue of philosophy seeping in.
“I’m starting to [incorporate Asian philosophy in my classes] probably
because of judo,” Schollmeier said. “There’s a lot of Zen in judo. You
have to be in the present moment in order to learn the techniques and
compete. That’s a very important skill, to be able to be in the present.”
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“These kinds of social,
communal issues around
food came from my private
world of being fascinated
with how to make the most
delicious food.”

Donovan Conley
COMMUNICATION STUDIES | GOURMET COOKING

Donovan Conley moved out of his house young and, like any other
18-year-old on their own for the first time, had to learn quickly how to
navigate the kitchen — or else it was a whole lot of Hamburger Helper
and canned soup.
By grad school, he started to dig deeper into the culinary world,
learning the techniques of culinary heavyweights such as Thomas
Keller, Jamie Oliver, and David Chang. After he became tenured at
UNLV, Conley started to pursue the connections between his private
passion and his academic interests. As a rhetorical critic, he studies how cultural influences — like food — shape our everyday habits,
preferences, biases, and desires.

“These kinds of social, communal issues around food came from my
private world of being fascinated with how to make the most delicious
food using the best ingredients and techniques, which became the
larger questions about where do these things come from, and who has
access to them and why or why not?” he said.
Alongside his writing, Conley still pursues the work in the kitchen,
including a team-up with fellow communication studies professor
Jacob Thompson for the department’s annual welcome banquet. They
cook for days in advance to get the feast — be it southern barbecue,
Thai-Mexican, a burger bufftet, or a Roman spread — just so. If that’s
not enough to recruit new professors to UNLV, we don’t know what is.
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Francisco Franco ’03 BA Sociology | BY JASON SCAVONE • PHOTO BY JOSH HAWKINS

Driving Back to
the Starting Line
The story behind a classic car
and its UNLV-tattooed driver.
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Alumni News
FRANCISCO FRANCO BOUGHT HIS 1984 OLDSMOBILE CUTLASS SUPREME WHEN HE WAS 16. It
might’ve been a 12-year-old car, but it looked like new when he took it off a lot on Boulder Highway.
THE
KINDNESS
By the time he was commuting to UNLV, Franco was working full time
and living
with a girlfriend he hardly
OF
REBELS
got to see with a his full class load. She would bring him dinner at the Paul B. Sogg Architecture Building, and
he’d look down at that Olds parked in all its vinyl landau roof glory. How did a platypus get one of our alums
Last year UNLV brought him back in the same car that used to bring
through
him medical
to class.school?
The Donna
Which grad
Beam Fine
Arts Gallery was showing its exhibition “¡Americanx!,” featuring workfound
by local
his passion
Latino for
artists,
biology
and
on Franco
the bas- got
the call to display the car, by now a fully tricked-out lowrider called “Foolish
ketball court?
Pleasure.”
And how is a “Missour’a
“Whatever day, whatever time [UNLV] needs it, there’s no way I’m farm
not going
boy” planting
to do it,”
thehe
seeds
said.to help the
Franco sports the arched UNLV word mark — the one at half court atnext
the generation
Thomas &grow?
Mack Center — tattooed
on the outside of his left wrist. It’s a piece of Rebel pride inextricably tied
The
into
UNLV
hisAlumni
own personal
Association
history.
is
Franco came to the United States from Mexico City at 8 years old
honoring
with his
these
mother,
Rebels grandmother,
on Oct. 18 during
and
younger sister in the mid-1980s. “I always knew that going to collegeHomecoming
was a part of
week
that,”
festivities.
FrancoRead
said.
While studying full time, he bused tables at restaurants near campus
their stories
or at the
about
old
theSporting
momentsHouse
some- fitness club on Industrial Road, and he worked in a blueprint factory.one
In helped
the midst
themof
and
allhow
that,
they’re
what
paying
would
have been a hectic schedule for any sophomore took a turn to the downright
it forward today.
frantic. His then-girlfriend,
now wife, was pregnant. “To me, it wasn’t like I had to pick and choose. To me it was like, ‘Well, we’ll
ASSOCIATION HONORS
Silver State Award: Mark L. Fine
Achievement in Service: Michael
Gordon, ’08 Master of Public Administration, ‘13 Ph.D. Public Administration
Outstanding Faculty: Business’
Bernard Malamud and Engineering’s
Brendan O’Toole and Mohamed Trabia
COLLEGE ALUMNI OF THE YEAR
Allied Health: Dr. John J. Pierce,
’98 BS Kinesiological Sciences
Business: Caroline Ciocca, ’07 EMBA
Community Health Sciences:
Dr. Charles Bernick, ’11 MPH
Dental: Dr. Ashley Hoban, ’09 DMD
Education: Wayne B. Nunnely,
’75 BS Physical Education
Engineering: Mike Maier,
’86 BS Computer Science
Fine Arts: Michael Del Gatto,
’96 BS and ’99 Master of Architecture
Graduate: Michael Gordon, ’08 MPA
and ’13 PhD Public Administration
Honors: Paul Moradkhan, ’03 BA English
Hospitality: David D. Ross,
’95 BSBA Management and ’05 MS
Hotel Administration
Law: Brenda Weksler,
’99 BA English and ’02 JD
Liberal Arts: Jeanne Hamrick, ’88 BA
Psychology and '94 MS Educational
Psychology
Nursing: Maileen Ulep-Reed, ’09 BS
Nursing, ’15 MS Nursing Practice
Sciences: K. Bruce Jones,
’95 PhD Biological Sciences
Urban Affairs: Judy Tudor,
’94 BSW and ’97 MSW
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Class Notes

figure it out. We’re going to make it work, I’m going to make
my car thing work, I’m going to make college work, and I’m
going to make everything else work.’”
After taking some time off to adjust to family life, Franco finished out his bachelor’s, crossing the Thomas & Mack stage in
2003 with a degree in sociology.
“The moment I walked and had my cap and gown, it just vindicated what my mom had done,” Franco said. “To this day, I’ve
never seen my actual diploma. I handed it right to my mom and
said, ‘I got this for you.’”
During summers as an undergrad, Franco worked at the Las
Vegas Valley Water District, where he now is crew chief for a
team that services casinos and other large-scale buildings.
His family’s UNLV connections have grown, with younger
sister Ana Franco Hacsi graduating in 2017 with a bachelor’s in
psychology and criminal justice. And so has the car collection,
with a ’59 Chevy Impala and a ’48 Chevy Fleetline. The tattoos
were the most recent addition, just a couple of years old.
“UNLV represents home, represents my family, and it represents the whole reason why my mother tried to bring us out
here in the first place,” he said. “To have a good life.”

UNLV’s annual Art
Walk brought alumnus Francisco Franco
back to campus to
show off his own
works of art: a classic car and his UNLV
tattoo.

SHOW US YOURS
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Fresh, faded, touched-up, or all-original: share your crazy, cool UNLV tattoos in all their glory. Tag your UNLV-related ink on Instagram with #UNLVtattoos.

TYSON TAUMAOE
Taumaoe, an artist with
Hideout Tattoo on Main Street,
used Hey Reb! as a jumping
off point for his “Savage Sam”
character, incorporating both
the Golden Knights’ helmet
and the crossed swords of the
soon-to-be Las Vegas Raiders.
“I initially did it as an ode to
the sports town we’ve started
to become,” Taumaoe said. “I
thought Hey Reb! was pretty
much the first symbol for
that. … I like to think of him
as the short attention span,
adrenaline junkie son of ol’
Reb.” When one local sports
fan got a gander, it was ink at
first sight.

MARY MARSHALL-LANG
Chicago transplant MarshallLang became part of UNLV
as soon as she moved from
Chicago in 2012, first as a grad
assistant and later as a fulltime financial aid analyst. She
now has two UNLV degrees —
’16 M.Ed Elementary Education
and ’18 MPA. “My husband,
who also got his (first) master’s
the same year, wanted a ring.
I didn’t want a ring, I wanted a
tattoo,” she said. She turned
to Hypnotic Inks Tattoo to get
a proud Hey Reb! She thought
she’d get a small one, maybe
an inch high, but it ended up
about 10 times that big.

BRANDON ANDERSON
Anderson, an artist with Black
Spade Tattoo, adorned Leon
Moore, a former defensive
lineman who played in 2003
and 2005, with his classic tattoo. “My approach was fairly
simple,” Anderson said. “Me
being a Vegas native, I knew
that I had to capture those
bold lines and distinct features of the iconic Hey Reb!
in order for it to stand out. It’s
a fairly big piece on a bigger
arm, so it took a while.”

CHAD JAMES
Tark the Shark gets as literal
as possible with this piece
from James at Studio 21
Tattoo. Hey Reb! rides a
towel-chomping shark rocking
a number 57 jersey — the
number Hey Reb! wears at
games to commemorate the
year of the university’s founding. If pioneering educator
Maude Frazier could have
seen this coming, she might
have gotten a matching piece
long before this Runnin’
Rebels fan.

NICK SAKHA
Sakha, ’14 BSBA Management, was looking for a Hey
Reb! that had its own look
and feel. While Sakha was
still a student, he turned
to Bernard Dunn of Classic
Tattoo to bring it to life. “I love
the concept and definition of
‘rebel,’” said Sakha who now
owns an Allstate agency in
Las Vegas.
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Q&A
Nearly three decades after earning your
bachelor’s degree in history, you returned
in 2006 to get your master’s degree in English. How did that experience impact you?

To return to campus at age 52 was a prospect that brought with it both excitement
and more than a little anxiety. Could I
retain information? Would I be viewed as an
outcast by classmates? Would I sound foolish participating in a discussion?
I quickly discovered that I could
indeed retain information, and I did
feel like I belonged. That’s because the
program was populated with students of
all ages, including many working outside
academia, some already teaching, and a
few who were there for the same reason
as I: the exquisite pleasure of learning.
When the professor prodded me to go
deeper, when a classmate respectfully
argued a point, or when another took
my thought another step — that’s when I
saw the genuine spirit of a cadre of individuals (professors included) who seek to
learn from each other.
What does being a Rebel mean to you?

A love of books continually drew the 2019 Alumna of the Year
back to campus. Now she challenges others to to find their own
ways to give back.
BY MATT JACOB
Beverly Rogers can count the ways that
UNLV left a mark on her. It happened
every time she spoke up in a class.
Like so many UNLV students, Rogers
worked her way through college. After
building a career in broadcast advertising
sales and a life with Jim Rogers, a prominent
businessman and former chancellor of the
Nevada System for Higher Education, she
established The Rogers Foundation in 2014
to honor his legacy and to focus charitable
efforts on public education, literacy, and the
arts throughout Las Vegas.
At UNLV, perhaps her greatest contribution
is in her collaboration with former President
Carol C. Harter and ongoing support of the
Black Mountain Institute, now formally
named for both of them. It’s become a hub
for international writers and a center of Las
Vegas’ cultural life through such events as its
annual Believer Festival.
44 U N LV MAG A ZIN E | FALL 2 0 1 9

With The Rogers Foundation support,
UNLV has been able to expand its
number of graduate assistants, offer
a generous fellowship program for
emerging professional writers, and bring
internationally recognized intellectuals
to Las Vegas for free public events and
residencies. She also has established
several scholarship programs, including
one named for her brother, Donald Barlow,
’07 BA Interdisciplinary Studies.
“My relationship with UNLV is not
transactional; it is relational,” she said. “I
am engaged and connected for the rest of
my life.”
And beyond. In September, the university announced her latest gift — a $5
million endowment to enhance the rare
books collection in University Libraries
and to fund a curator position. She also is
donating her personal rare books collection, valued at more than $1 million, to the
Libraries’ special collections and archives.

Beverly
Rogers

’77 BA History and ’06
MA English
2019
Outstanding
Alumna of
the Year

What’s your message to current
and future Rebels?

More than anything, it’s that the value
of your degree in the future directly correlates to what you do today. All of your
achievements — as a student, as a citizen,
in your occupation, in your avocation —
become part that “rising tide that lifts all
boats.”
Your education will provide you with
the wherewithal to think independently
and to take advantage of available resources. Your college experience also will open
your eyes to the benefit of imagination.
Don’t be afraid to use it. See opportunity
when challenged, seize opportunity to
build on your dreams, and provide opportunity to those who need a lift.
Finally, never forget that a Rebel acts.
So act intentionally, forthrightly, and
honestly. If you align your passion with
all of your endeavors, you can’t help but
make the world better.

PHOTOS: (THIS PAGE) AARON MAYES; (OPPOSITE) JOSH HAWKINS

Lifting All Boats

As a lifelong student of the humanities,
I am a rebel in a rather unconventional
sense. Most importantly, I rebel against
the stereotypical notion of Las Vegas as
it’s often perceived from the outside —
that is, as a city that thrives on debauchery, with little or no cultural and educational infrastructures to spawn future
generations of leaders, entrepreneurs,
builders, and thinkers. That’s why I’ve
made it my life’s goal to help raise the
cultural barometer of our community.

Class Notes

2019 ALUMNI AWARDS
Who managed to rack up four UNLV degrees while helping make the campus a place of refuge
and healing? Why does one’s colleagues call her “the breeder”? And which climbed Mount
Kilimanjaro and said, “I’m not your typical grandma … Like a true Rebel, I’m a diverse human
being who loves and appreciates diversity in others”? The UNLV Alumni Association is honoring
these Rebels during more than a week of homecoming activities, including the awards dinner
(Nov. 14), festival and parade (Nov. 15) , and football game (Nov. 16).

ASSOCIATION AWARDS
Outstanding Alumna of the Year: Beverly
Rogers, ’77 BA History and ’06 MA English
Silver State Award:
Carol C. Harter, UNLV president emerita
Achievement in Service: Kenneth Bahl, ’96
BS Health Care Administration
Outstanding Faculty: Anjala Krishen,
marketing & international business professor

COLLEGE ALUMNI OF THE YEAR
Business: Kevin Orrock, ’76 MBA
Dental Medicine: Dr. Dayne Jensen,
’09 Doctorate of Dental Medicine
Education: Tiffany Tyler-Garner,

’11 Ph.D. Educational Psychology
Engineering: Justin Veilleux,
’04 BS Computer Engineering
Fine Arts: Giovanna Sardelli,
’87 BA Theatre Arts
Graduate: Constance Brooks, ’04 Master of
Social Work, ’12 Doctorate of Public Affairs
Honors: Noelle Lefforge,
’02 BA Psychology, ’07 MHA Psychology,
’10 Phd Clinical Psychology,
’16 Master of Health Care Administration
Hospitality: Colleen Birch,
’99 BS Hotel Administration
Integrated Health Sciences: Anne Lindsay,
’88 MS Health Education/Exercise Physiology,

’15 Ph.D. Public Health
Law: John Piro, ’05 BA Criminal Justice, ’10 JD
Liberal Arts: Gregory Morris, ’85 BA English
Nursing: Robin Dail, ’81 Assoc. of Nursing
Public Health: Tracy Donnelly,
’07 MS Public Health
Sciences: Travis Huxman,
’00 Ph.D. Biological Science
Urban Affairs: Sarah Thornton,
’96 BA Communications Studies

READ THEIR
STORIES!
 unlv.edu/

2019alumni
Join the Homecoming festivities:
 unlv.edu/

homecoming

UNLV Transforming Healthcare
in Southern Nevada
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Generated $10M in research grants and secured renewal of $20.3M CRT-IN grant
Published academic work in 211 publications and journals
Faculty and students presented 526 times at local, state and national conferences
Created new residencies - Pediatric Emergency Medicine & Pulmonary and Critical Care
Welcomed three classes of medical students - 180 of Nevada’s best and brightest
All students are volunteering with local communities
Doubled applications. This year 2,000 for 60 spots
Imported intellectual capital — physicians from Harvard, Yale, Vanderbilt
Opened July 17, 2017

For an appointment call 702 660-UNLV.

unlv.edu/medicine
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1960s
Jay Knepp, ’64 BS Accounting, recently

Carol Bontrager Wagers, ’77 BS

Education, ’81 Master of Education, retired
as a guidance counselor at Green Valley High
School in 2002 and now teaches ukulele
classes for UNLV’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI). In 2018, her workshop
students headlined a ukulele show at the
Marta Becket theater at Death Valley Junction, California. An experienced church pianist
and organist, she also is certified as a master
craftsman in counted thread techniques by
the Embroiderer’s Guild of America. A widow
with three stepchildren, she attends three
book clubs monthly.

1980s
Alan Mann, ’81 BS Hotel Administration, is

a senior vice president for wealth management
with Merrill Lynch in Las Vegas. He has been
in the financial services industry for 31 years,
24 of those with the investment firm of Morgan
Stanley. He has held board positions with Big
Brothers/Big Sisters of Southern Nevada as well
as Olive Crest foster placement service. He is a
court-appointed special advocate for children in
the foster care system. Alan and his wife of 30
years, Dena, have three grown children and live
in Henderson.

Phil Ralston, ’84 BS Accounting, is presi-

dent of American Nevada Company. He is on
the board of directors for the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation, the largest private funder of childhood cancer research grants. He got involved
with the foundation to support a friend’s
daughter who was diagnosed with cancer.
As a St. Baldrick’s volunteer “shavee” since
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Robert Vargas

’17 BS Biology
Medical Student

Finding
the Right
Calling
Engelstad Scholars Program
sets alumnus Robert Vargas
on course for medical school.
BY STACY WILLIS
Robert Vargas is a talker — fast, animated,
quick to smile. He’s sitting in the Student Union explaining how the Engelstad
Scholars Program helped him get through
his undergraduate studies and on to medical school.
“I liked the regimen of the program,” he
said. “Staying focused on school and service helped me when I felt overwhelmed.
And bonding with my cohort helped me
through some really stressful times.”
Times like his freshman year, when, as
the first in his family to attend college,
he was stretched thin taking 15 credits, working two jobs, and volunteering
for Project 150, which provides clothes,
school supplies, and hygiene products to
homeless high school students.
“I didn’t come from the most well-off
family myself,” said Vargas, whose parents emigrated from Mexico. “My mom

worked three jobs and my dad worked
construction, and I didn’t even know how
to get into college. I Googled it.”
So volunteering was humbling, he said.
“It was empowering to be on the other
side and help others. It was eye-opening.”
This year marks the 10th anniversary
of the Engelstad Scholars Program. In
2009, the Engelstad Family Foundation
contributed more than $12 million to create the program, whose motto is “Scholarship, leadership, and service.”
Undergraduates receive $5,000 per
year toward tuition, and volunteer 50
hours per semester with one of 24 partner
nonprofits, such as Three Square, Opportunity Village, and Project 150.
In the last 10 years, Engelstad Scholars
provided more than 43,000 hours of community service.
And for some, that spirit of service inspired their future.
For Vargas, serving with Project 150
clarified his purpose in life. “Volunteering solidified my desire to help others. It’s
part of who I am.”
He plans to practice primary care when
he graduates from the UNLV School of Medicine, where he received a full scholarship
from the Engelstad Family Foundation.
“I remember listening to (foundation
trustee) Kris Engelstad McGarry telling
us in the beginning, and she always says
this, that we should pay it forward.
“I’ve taken that to heart. Even though
I’m just a second-year medical student, I
think, ‘Someday I will give scholarships,
too.’”

PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III

1970s



self-published Sinatra-The Vegas Way, which
he describes as a souvenir book. He began
his accounting career while still a student at
Conway, Moe & Hibbs. He earned his CPA while
working for Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and later
went into private tax practice. For two years
wrote a tax column that was printed in Gannett newspapers in 89 cities. He also wrote
six tax advice/recordkeeping books for Sunset
Magazine/Books and self-published three other
books, including Pilot’s Taxlog, which was in
print for nearly 40 years. He and his wife, Dorothy, have been married more than 30 years
and have three sons, Jay, Jeff, and Erik; nine
grandsons; and one granddaughter. Son Erik
Knepp, ’02 BA Communication Studies, also is
a UNLV alum. Knepp played organized basketball for 40 years at every level except the NBA.
Now in his eigth decade, he still can shoot
accurately and throw a pretty hard fastball to
the grandkids. The couple lives in San Rafael,
California.

Class Notes

2008, he has raised more than $309,000 for
lifesaving childhood cancer research and his
team, Bald by Design, has raised an additional
$516,000 to help conquer childhood cancers.
For St. Baldrick’s 20th anniversary, Ralston has
challenged his team to raise $174,000 next
year — its largest goal to date — to surpass $1
million total.

ing, boating, and traveling the world. He and
his wife have two children, Taylor Poggione, a
junior majoring in English at UNLV, and MaKayla
Poggione, a freshman at Schreiner University in
Texas. The family lives in Reno.

Angela M. White, ’92 BS Education, ’02
Ralston, ’84

Tammie Carter-Jenson, ’87 BA Psychol-

ogy, ’08 M.Ed., was a social worker for 15 years
and a cosmetologist for 25 years. She is a special education administrator. A Runnin’ Rebel to
the core, she is married with a blended family
of four girls, two dogs, and a load of adventure.
Crafting, sewing, crocheting, and making jewelry
are her hobbies.

Carolyn Kessler Cohen, ’89 BSBA-

Melinda Wong Durfee, ’93 BS Hotel
Carter-Jenson,
’87, ’08

Accounting, is a real estate developer/broker
and a certified public accountant. She lives in
Solana Beach, California.

Dominic Militello, ’89 BA Sociology, is the

founder of JobSearchGurus.com, which assists
senior executives, executives, former athletes,
and artists through the job search process.
He was part of the UNLV soccer program from
1987 to 1989 when the team won the Pacific
Coast Conference Championship. The team
also made the NCAA tournament both years he
played. He went on to play professional soccer
in the American Professional Soccer League
and North American (Indoor) Soccer League. He
played professionally with current UNLV men’s
soccer head coach Rich Ryerson. His hobbies
include golf and travel. A resident of Sandy,
Utah, he has been married 29 years and has
five children and six grandkids.

president of Craftsman Homes Manufactured
Housing and a general contractor. His hobbies
include flying his Cessna 182T, golfing, fish-

ogy, is the new director of student life disability
services at Ohio State University. Previously, she
spent 11 years as the university’s director of
residential life. In 1995, she earned a master’s
degree in college student personnel at Ohio’s
Miami University. She lives in Columbus.

Heather Younger, ’93 BA Political Science,
Poggione, ’92

Henry M. Wallis, Jr., ’90 BS Hotel Admin-

Leo Poggione, ’92 BSBA-Marketing, is

Administration, recently changed positions and
is the associate director of event services at
University of Redlands, home to San Francisco
Theological Seminary in San Anselmo, California. The seminary recently joined with Redlands, expanding offerings both in the Bay Area
and at Redlands’ main campus in Southern
California. She lives in Novato.

Cheryl Sawyer Lyons, ’93 BA SociolWallis, ’90

1990s
istration, has a car dealership on the Gulf Coast
of Mississippi, not far from his hometown of
New Orleans. He says the dealership is the
perfect way of easing into retirement after a
career in the restaurant business. Immediately
after graduation, he began work at Bennigan’s
in New Orleans and went on to work as East
Coast regional manager for Landry’s Seafood
House; as managing partner of a Bonefish Grill
in Orlando; and as owner of Crescent City Cafe
in New Orleans, eventually selling it to chef Paul
Prudhomme. He says his UNLV education was
exceptional and that it prepared him well for
his career. In 2015, he married Bonney Jarreau
Wallis. Between them they have three children.
His primary hobby is throwing boomerangs.
He has a collection from all over the world
and often can be found at the beach chasing
after his sticks. He also enjoys attending New
Orleans Saints games. He lives in Diamondhead, Mississippi.

JD, has been a federal attorney for the Social
Security Administration since 2010. She previously worked as a deputy public defender, handling felony cases for indigent clients in rural
Nevada. Watercolor painting and drawing are
her hobbies. She and her husband, Dennis Redoutey, have two “fur babies,” Mini Might Missy
and Theo. They live in Henderson.

Younger, ’93

is a best-selling author, TEDx speaker, podcast
host, facilitator, and Forbes Coaches Council
coach. Her experiences as a CEO, entrepreneur,
attorney, writer, speaker, collaborator, and
mother all lend themselves to clarity into what
makes employees of organizations — large and
small — tick. She has facilitated more than 150
workshops and reached more than 20,000
attendees at her speaking engagements. Her
book The 7 Intuitive Laws of Employee Loyalty
hit the Forbes must-read list and is a resource
for HR professionals seeking insight into their
organizations’ dynamics. She writes the blog
CustomerFanatix.com and runs her own management consultancy. She, her husband, and
their four children live in Aurora, Colorado.

John C. Barnes, ’94 MS Kinesiology, is an

Barnes, ’94

associate professor of sports administration
at University of New Mexico. His book, Same
Players, Different Game: An Examination of
Commercial College Athletics, will be available
through UNM Press in January.

Drew Heaps, ‘94 BS Hotel Administration,

Heaps, ’94, ’10

‘10 MBA , has more than 25 years in leadership
roles in the hospitality industry with skills in creating strategies that deliver profitability for owners and investors. He is proficient in all aspects
of hotel operations including sales & marketing,
team governance, multi-unit leadership, talent
development, and capital-projects management.
He also has expertise in franchise operations
support and partnering with owners/hotel teams
in creating tactics that deliver positive return on
investment. He lives in South Jordan, Utah.

Angela Khristin Brown, ’97 BS Edu-

cation-Recreation & Leisure Studies, ’10 BS
Education-Workforce Education, has worked as
an administrative assistant in the department
of casino management at CSN since 1998. She
is a self-published poet, activist, and scholar.

John Hawk, ’98 Master of Education, ’01

EdD Educational Leadership, is chief operations
officer of Nevada State High School, a network
of six charter schools that serves more than
900 11th and 12th grade students getting an
early college experience. Previously, he was a
math teacher/trainer. He enjoys serving the
community, exercising, and playing golf. He and
Wendi Hovey Hawk, ’98 M.Ed, ’02 EdD Educational Leadership, have been married 21 years.
They have two children, Hailey and Andres. The
family lives in Henderson.

Doa Meade Ross, ’98 BS Engineering-

Civil Engineering, is director of infrastructure
management for the Las Vegas Valley Water
District (LVVWD) and the Southern Nevada
Water Authority (SNWA). Her department plans
and reviews the expansion of the water infrastructure in support of the growth in Southern
Nevada; assesses both LVVWD and SNWA
infrastructure for preventative and predictive
maintenance opportunities; is actively involved
in testing new innovation and technologies
in the water industry; and provides plans,
policies, and procedures for the control and
performance for the systematic testing, startup,
and initial operation of pumping stations,
reservoirs, etc. She is a licensed professional
engineer. Traveling, cooking, special effects
makeup for Halloween, building Halloween
decorations, and all things related to Jeep
Wranglers are her hobbies. She is married to
Corey Ross and a stepmother to his two children, Addison and Adam.

Maria Donnalin Maliwat, ’98 BS Hotel
Administration, is the mother of Carmella
Gabrielle Maliwat Bugay, ’17 BS Healthcare
Administration; Anthony Emmanuel Maliwat
Bugay, a junior studying nursing; and Brandon
James Maliwat Bugay, a freshman pre-nursing
student. The family lives in Henderson.

Jeff Deason, ’99 BS Engineering-Civil Engi-

neering, is vice president of land planning and
development for PulteGroup’s West Florida Division. He plays an integral role in land development and entitlements and leads the division’s
land development team. He also is responsible
for timely and accurate design and installation of land development improvements, HOA
administration, and managing the division’s
engineers, consultants, and attorneys. He previously worked with PulteGroup’s Del Webb brand
in Las Vegas and with Taylor Morrison in Tampa.

2000s
Tricia Roy Brisendine, ’00 BSBA-Marketing, obtained her Montana real estate license
in 2013 and her broker’s license in 2018 and
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Great Reads from
University of Nevada Press
Abracadabra
A Novel

David Kranes
“... a gritty, glossy, sometimes glamorous
and always witty view of Las Vegas and its
inhabitants.”
—Publishers Weekly, starred review

is a partner in the brokerage Lifetime Montana
Real Estate in the Flathead Valley. She and her
husband, Rob Brisendine, ’00 Hotel Administration, have four children. Her hobbies include
boating, camping, hiking, fishing, kayaking,
snow skiing, running, traveling, and watching
her children participate in all their sports. The
family lives in Kalispell.

Hawk, ’98, ’01

Stacy Shavinsky, ‘00 BA Education, taught

Because the Light Will Not
Forgive Me

for nine years before becoming a school counselor. A professor at Touro University, she has
two sons in high school. The oldest, a senior, is
looking at colleges.

Shaun T. Griffin

Kelly R. Kichline, ‘01 BSBA-Human

Essays from a Poet

“... visits not just the world of poetry, but
the American West... He writes of all of
these worlds and the people in them with
love and intensity….”
—John H. Irsfeld, author of Rat’s Alley

Out of the Woods

Seeing Nature in the Everyday

Julia Corbett
“An engaging, accessible, beautifully
written celebration of our frayed
relationship with the more-than-human
world and the animals who are our kin…”
—Michael P. Branch, author of
Rants from the Hill and Raising Wild

The Westside Slugger

Joe Neal’s Lifelong Fight for Social Justice

John L. Smith
“... John L. Smith has worked assiduously
to chronicle the life of man whose political
activism and electoral career left an
indelible mark on Nevada history...”
—James McGrath Morris, New York Times
bestselling author of Eye on the Struggle

Healing Las Vegas

The Las Vegas Community
Healing Garden in response
to the 1 October tragedy
The inspiring stories of the
people who joined together
to create the Las Vegas
Community Healing Garden
in the aftermath of the 1
October tragedy

unpress.nevada.edu
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Resource Management, ’07 JD Law, rejoined
Jackson Lewis in the firm’s Las Vegas office as
a principal. Previously, she worked at Caesars
Entertainment Corp. as vice president and chief
counsel for employment law. She has extensive
experience handling employee issues in the
hospitality and the heavily regulated gaming
industries, including extensive federal and state
compliance requirements. She advises clients
in all areas of employment law compliance,
focusing on claims prevention and efficient
resolution strategies.

Ross, ’98

Deason, ’99

David Engler, ’02 BA Theatre Arts, recently
took the position of assistant general manager
at the Hyatt Place Jacksonville in Florida. This
was a transfer from Huntsville, Alabama, within
his management company, LBA Hospitality.

Dave Cornoyer, ’03 Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, was named forward planning manager for the Las Vegas Division of the
Lennar Corp. in 2018. He oversees land use
entitlements, site planning, and government
relations for Lennar, which is the largest home
builder by volume in both Southern Nevada and
the United States.

Brisendine, ’00

Kathia Quiros Pereira, ’03 JD, founded

Pereira & Associates. She maintains an online
social media presence designed to educate
people about legal issues in immigration.

Shavinsky, ’00

Homa Sayyar Woodrum, ’03 BSBA-

International Business, ’07 JD, began working
this summer as a deputy attorney general representing the Division of Health Care Financing
and Policy within the Department of Health and
Human Services. She is married to Adam Woodrum, ’06 JD. The couple lives in Carson City.

Meredith Evans Gower, ’05 BA Psychology, is the mother of UNLV student Adrianna
Gower, who is a pre-med student pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in biology.

Aaron S. Manfredi, ’05 BA Criminal

Justice, ’14 Master of Public Administration, is
a nonprofit founder/executive board member
and actively advocates on a variety of subjects,
including human trafficking, autism, veterans,
ex-felons, and at-risk-youth. A former educator
and law enforcement officer, he is the father of
a 21-year-old son, Bailey. Mountain biking, acting, and volunteering are his hobbies.

Kichline,
’01, ’07

Class Notes

After earning her bachelor’s in journalism at Boston University, Mosca enrolled
in Teach for America, a nonprofit that attempts to achieve widespread education
equity by dispatching young teachers to
disadvantaged schools across the nation.
Mosca was placed in a fifth-grade classroom at Goldfarb Elementary in East Las
Vegas and began pursuing her master’s
degree at UNLV at night.
At Goldfarb, Mosca established her
classroom theme: Leaders in Training.
The general idea was to encourage students to develop lifelong leadership skills,
along with a belief that, just like her, they
could navigate around whatever barriers
they encountered and make it to college.

Paying It Forward
as First-Gen Students
Through a nonprofit she founded, Erica Mosca helps low-income
high school students get to — and then succeed — in college.

PHOTO: LONNIE TIMMONS III

BY MATT JACOB
As the daughter of working-class parents
who never attended college, including a
father who immigrated from the Philippines, Erica Mosca had to leap over multiple social and economic hurdles that
stood between her and a life-changing
education.
Now, as the founder and executive director of Leaders in Training, Mosca has
made it her mission to eradicate the systemic inequities she encountered during
her education journey — hurdles that
continue to prevent Southern Nevada’s
minority and economically disadvantaged
students from having a clear path to a college degree.
“As someone who was the first in my
family who went to college and who grew
up low-income, I had a very different perspective on the college experience,” Mosca said. “And I knew I had to somehow use
that experience for good.”
Making that change all started with a
classroom slogan. She plastered “Leaders in Training” on the walls of her first
Las Vegas classroom to motivate her

fifth-grade students. With her own savings and 20 guinea-pig students in 2012,
Mosca launched a nonprofit of the same
name. Seven years later, the program
boasts more than 160 high school and
college members, all of whom have one
thing in common: They are (or will be)
first-generation college students — just
like Mosca.
CLEARING THE HURDLE
Despite relocating frequently — she
attended four different schools in fourth
grade alone — Mosca remained a highachieving student in San Diego and Palm
Springs, California. But things changed
during her junior year when she moved
to a school in affluent Marin County.
“School was always this one place
where I did really well — it was my identity — and all of a sudden, everybody
around me knew more than I did,” she
said. “I was getting D’s and F’s, and I didn’t
really understand why. It wasn’t until
years later that I began to figure out the
reason: The students in that district received a much better education and had
more opportunities than I had.”


Erica Mosca
’10 M.Ed. Curriculum & Instruction
Founder, Leaders In
Training nonprofit

OPTIONS ABOUND
After departing Harvard with her second master’s degree in 2011 — this one
in education policy and management —
Mosca took a job as a project manager
with the Clark County School District,
but quickly realized her high-level policy
work wasn’t going to impact disadvantaged kids to the degree she hoped.
That’s when Mosca dove head first into
creating Leaders in Training, following
up her day at CCSD by spending nights
working on the nonprofit. She reached
out to former Goldfarb students. “I would
call their parents and say, ‘Hey, remember
what we did in class back in 2008? We’re
going to make it a legit thing!’”
PROGRAM EXPANSION
While Mosca’s former Goldfarb students comprised Leaders in Training’s
first two cohorts, membership since then
has grown through word-of-mouth, usually through the encouragement of current members.
There are roughly 90 members enrolled
this academic year in the four-year high
school program and another 70 members
in the four-year college program. Members are being accepted to universities all
over the country, from UNLV — where 24
students are enrolled — to the University
of Michigan, which gave a full scholarship
to one of her mentees.
Her biggest goal? To see her students
reach the highest heights in their careers. “When the members of Leaders in
Training become more successful than I
could’ve ever hoped to be,” Mosca said,
“then I’ll know we did our job.”
U N LV. E D U /N E WS 49

James Dold, ’06 BA Criminal Justice and

’06 BA Psychology, was named CEO of Human
Rights for Kids by its board of directors. He
founded the organization in 2017 after nearly
10 years of advocating for children in need.
Dold, who earned a law degree from the University of Maryland, previously served as advocacy
director for the Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth.

Pereira, ’03

Angela H. Dows, ’06 JD, is the mother of
two daughters, Josette Lee Jess, born last year,
and Evette, born in 2012. Epee fencing and golf
are her hobbies.
Amy Van Voris McGehee, ’06 BA Psy-

chology, is an associate at MendenFreiman, a
business and estate, trust, and tax planning law
firm. She lives in Atlanta.

Manfredi,
’05, ’14

Sharon Byram Rigby, ’06 JD, was

appointed by then-Gov. Brian Sandoval to the
Nevada Tax Commission in 2017 as the mining
industry member. She lives in Elko.

Nathan Taylor, ’06 BA Political Science,

has announced plans to run in 2020 to represent Nevada Senate District 19, which includes
parts of Clark, Nye, Lincoln, White Pine, Eureka,
and Elko counties. In 2009, he formed Taylor
Consulting Group, a land-use, zoning, licensing, and government affairs firm. In the past
decade, he has helped more than 1,000 small
businesses obtain the licenses they needed to
successfully operate.

Chariti Welch Zlateff, ’06 BS Engineering-Civil Engineering, is a project engineer for
Spokane County in Washington. She lives in
Spokane Valley.

McGehee, ’06

Rigby, ’06

Adrian H. Huerta, ’07 BS Human Services
Counseling, has begun a tenure-track faculty
position at the Rossier School of Education at
the University of Southern California. He studies boys and men of color, college access and
equity, and gang youth. He lives in El Monte.

Taylor, ’06

Aaron MacDonald, ’07 BA Political Sci-

ence, ’11 JD, is an attorney at Legal Aid Center
of Southern Nevada. He works in consumer
rights to protect low-income Nevadans.

Curtis Robinson, ‘08 BS Earth Science, is

head swim coach for Inconnu swim team. He
lives in Fort St. John, British Columbia, Canada.

Reuben Wadsworth, ‘09 MA History,

is the author of the recently released book
Red Rock Recollections, Volume 1: Fascinating Stories of Utah’s Dixie (Scrivera Press,
2019), which delves into the history of places
in Washington County, including Confluence
Park, the Hurricane Canal, Smith Mesa, Terry
Ranch, the Brigham Young Winter Home, and
the shuttle system at Zion National Park. It is
a compilation of stories he wrote as part of a
series he did for the St. George News. A second
volume, focusing on places in the region outside
Washington County, is forthcoming. At UNLV,
he worked closely with history professors Andy
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Huerta, ’07

Class Notes

Kirk and the late Hal Rothman. He is a middle
school English teacher and Dixie State University
adjunct instructor.

2010s
Michael Amato-von Hemert, ’10 BS

MacDonald, ’07

Gaming Management, owns MaidPro Henderson,
a company started in 2018. He has spent the
past 13-plus years studying the hospitality and
gaming industry, traveling, and building businesses. He serves on the UNLV Alumni Association
Board of Directors, which helps him stay connected, pay it forward, and support his alma mater.

Chase Alexandra Jansson, ’10 BA

Anthropology, joined Campbell Johnston Clark
(CJC) as an associate in the firm’s new Miami
office. She is an admiralty and maritime lawyer
licensed in Florida, New York, and the District of
Columbia. CJC is an international law firm with
established offices in London, Newcastle, and
Singapore that specializes in shipping and international trade. CJC’s Miami office will be its first
in the United States.

Amato-von Hemert, ’10

Steven Slivka, ‘14 BA Journalism and

Bichelman, ’13

David Klink, ’11 JD, has been practicing

plaintiff’s personal injury and health care licensing board defense in Arizona as a sole practitioner since 2015. He enjoys the autonomy of
solo practice and accepting cases where he
can make a difference. He and his wife, Ashley,
welcomed their second daughter, Ruby June, on
Sept. 24, 2018.The family lives in Glendale.

Karlee Phelps, ’11 JD, and her husband,

Slivka, ’14

Communication Studies, has been accepted into
the doctoral program in clinical psychology at
Brigham Young University. Her research will focus
on preventative interventions for intimate partner
violence. Teaching salsa dance is her hobby.

Erica Boutte Scott, ’11 JD, represents chil-

Halstead, ’15

Camille Randrup Ahlgren, ’17 BS
Nursing, is a mental health nurse.

Mariam Habashi, ’17 BA Political Science,

Christian Dane Terry, ’12 BS Gaming

Management, ’16 BSBA-Finance, is affiliated
with the commercial division of Berkshire Hathaway’s Southwest office in Las Vegas. He helps
landlords add more value to their investments
and defer their capital gains taxes through
his 1031 exchange network. He is also a real
estate investor with strategies including buy and
hold. He enjoys playing golf and backgammon.

Media Studies, was promoted to communications manager at Touro University Nevada.
After working as a reporter, he transitioned to
communications and public relations in 2015.
He oversees production of Touro’s publications, manages social media accounts, and
helps pitch stories to media. He is married
to Marissa Moya-Slivka, ‘15 Journalism and
Media Studies, whom he met in an advanced
reporting class taught by Mary Hausch. They
have a daughter, Scarlett. His hobbies include
watching sports and Ken Burns’ documentaries,
and reading books that range from sports biographies to historical fiction. The family lives in
Henderson.

Aeriel Halstead, ’15 BA Psychology, ’15 BA

Matt, welcomed baby Patrick into the family in
September 2018. Patrick has two older siblings,
Caroline, 5, and Arthur, 2.
dren in abuse and neglect cases at a nonprofit
law firm. She and her husband, Brinnon Scott,
’10 JD, met while attending the Boyd School of
Law. They recently welcomed their fourth child.
The family lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

with Bankers Without Borders, an initiative to
accelerate the progress of social entrepreneurs
dedicated to connecting the poor to their
potential. Vail worked with Kenyan company
EcoZoom, which manufactures and distributes
improved cookstoves and portable solar lights
— two products critical to improving the lives
of those who need them, as well as reducing
deforestation and carbon dioxide outputs. She
served as a corporate marketer and storyteller
on the project. As part of her research, she visited organizations that benefit from EcoZoom’s
cookstoves, as well as two major tea plantations and a nonprofit school in Kibera, Kenya’s
largest slum. She says the insight she acquired
when she traveled to South Africa in 2013 as
part of her UNLV studies helped especially with
regard to how cultural influence plays a strategic role in international business. Her husband,
David, assisted with the project.

Habashi, ’17

’19 BA Psychology, is a registered behavior
technician who works primarily with autistic children, a job she says she loves. When she was
a sophomore, she opened a vintage boutique
that she ran until shortly before graduation. She
plans to pursue a graduate degree in marriage
and family counseling. Fashion, writing, and
volunteering are among her hobbies. She lives
in North Las Vegas.

Jamie Evan Bichelman, ’13 BA Psychol-

David Morris, ’17 BS Engineering-Civil

Mary Vail, ’13 MBA, recently completed a

Monette Cortez, ’18 BA Sociology, is retired

ogy, left his job with Nevada state government
to take a job at Harvard. He also is completing
two master’s degrees at Harvard, one in journalism and one in psychology. Additionally, he
is working toward a business communication
certificate and a marketing management certificate at Harvard. He, his fiance, and their rescue
animals live in Framingham, Massachusetts.
nine-month international goodwill assignment

Engineering, is a first lieutenant in the U.S. Air
Force space operations stationed at Cape Cod,
Massachusetts. His job entails using a $123
million radar system to defend the East Coast
of the United States and Canada from nuclear
attack. He plans to transition to the U.S. Navy to
become a pilot. Aviation, classic cars, and traveling are his hobbies. He lives in Sandwich.
and volunteers at the Lou Ruvo Cleveland Clinic

RADIOCHEMISTRY
ROCK STAR
Vanessa Sanders, ’17 PhD Radiochemistry, planned to be a trauma surgeon. Then, her father was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s disease. Bored with pre-med
classes at Florida Memorial University, her
mentor suggested looking at chemistry.
She soon set her sights on pharmaceutical research. “(I figured) I could help a lot
of people if I were able to contribute to a
treatment or a cure,” she said.
That led her to UNLV’s renowned
nuclear medicine program, where
Sanders became the first African
American woman in the country to earn a
doctorate in the field of radiochemistry —
the chemistry of radioactive elements.
In April, she joined the U.S. Department
of Energy’s Brookhaven National
Laboratory in the Medical Isotope
Research & Production Program. She is
involved in theragnostics, which are drugs
designed to be both therapeutic and
diagnostic.
“When it comes to cancer and other
diseases, we know that not every
treatment will work in every patient. So,
we’re seeking novel isotopes, novel delivery
methods ... so that doctors can tailor the
best treatment for you,” she said.
Her dad passed away in 2010 but she’s
still working to apply her expertise to
brain diseases. She also has found a new
calling by mentoring youth.
“That’s a growing passion of mine —
understanding that I’m not the norm,
and allowing younger girls and especially
minority girls to see someone like me, to
know that they can be a scientist — because
I didn’t have anybody who looked like me
in my field. Seeing their faces when they’re
like, ‘Wait, what? You’re a scientist?’ — that’s
really fulfilling,” she said.
— Karen McNulty Walsh
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Obituaries

for Brain Health Center. She works on
family history and is committed to learning how to fly the drone she received several years ago. She notes that both can
be totally frustrating. Her daughter, Emily
Strickler, is pursuing a master’s degree
in public health at UNLV.

Phillip Harris, ’18 Doctor of Musi-

cal Arts, published his first book, Songs
and Spirituals: The Life and Music of
Jacqueline Hairston. He also provided
the foreword for Hairston’s new anthology
(with the same title) through Classical
Vocal Reprints. Harris, a baritone singer,
teacher, church musician, and music
scholar, performed Hairston’s music at
New York City’s Lincoln Center in a June
concert honoring prolific spiritual arrangers. His debut CD, Phillip Harris in Recital
with Damien Sneed, is available on all
major digital streaming and downloading
outlets. He lives and works in the Oakland/ San Francisco area.

Josh Kao, ’18 BS Hotel Administration,
manages his family’s real estate investments and serves as a residential property manager. He manages four high-rise
condominium units and two single-family
homes. His hobbies include practicing at
the driving range, playing pickup basketball at UNLV, walking, and doing anything
to stay active.

THE ONE APP EVERY
REBEL SHOULD HAVE
Put the power of the Rebel network in
your hands. The UNLV Alumni mobile
app keeps alumni connected to UNLV
and fellow Rebels.
Read UNLV Magazine on the go,
donate to your favorite UNLV cause, or
find a networking event near you. The
app will give you access to more than
150,000 offers nationwide.
It’s available now on the Apple Store
and Google Play.

Edwards

Ajoy Datta, professor of engineering,

died May 26. He joined the computer
science faculty in 1988 and served
as graduate advisor for two decades.
He was an influential researcher in
the areas of operating systems, faulttolerance, and distributed systems and
had close to 200 publications. He also
served on the editorial board of the ACM
Transactions on Autonomous and Adaptive Systems journal. Donations in his
memory may be made to Fund 2813
Engineering Dr. Ajoy Datta Memorial.

Cleveland “Cle” Edwards,

former Runnin’ Rebel assistant coach,
died Aug. 17. Edwards was on Jerry
Tarkanian’s staff 1984-90. UNLV made
NCAA Tournament appearances in each
of those six seasons, including two
Final Fours and won the 1990 national
championship. He served a second stint
as assistant coach during the 1994-95
season as well as interim head coach for
14 games. He later served as a scout for
various NBA teams.

Curtis M. Roe, ’83 BS Hotel Administration, died May 13 in Denver. He had a
long career in human resources, including positions with Marriott and Hilton.
In Las Vegas, he was director of human
resources for Caesars at Sea. After moving back to his hometown of Denver to
care for his parents, he served on many
committees at Wellshire Presbyterian
Church. While living in Southern Nevada,
he had been active in Green Valley Presbyterian Church.
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Datta

Smith

Patrick Smith, ’97 BA Communica-

tions, ’01 Master of Public Administration,
died May 28. A government and community affairs consultant, he served as
a close advisor to business and elected
leaders. He was an expert in campaigns,
special events, land use, regulatory
affairs, and legislative lobbying and advocacy. Elected to the UNLV Alumni Association Board of Directors in 2011, he was
serving as immediate past president
at the time of his death. As an student,
he was president of the student Senate
and a founder of the campus Pi Kappa
Alpha chapter. He was involved in numerous community organizations, including
Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth,
the Nevada Economic Development Coalition, and Special Olympics Nevada.

William Thompson, emeritus

professor of public administration, died
Aug. 12. A UNLV faculty member from
1980 until his retirement in 2010,
Thompson was a prolific author whose
work provided greater understanding
of the history and impact of gaming
and gaming policy. He made multiple
appearances on NBC’s Today, ABC’s
World News Tonight, and Nightline; and
was quoted in Time, Business Week,

Thompson

Watanabe

Wall Street Journal, The Economist,
Canadian Business, The Washington
Post, and The New York Times. He was
a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps.

Jolene Watanabe, ’90 Computer

Science, who put the UNLV women’s
tennis program on the map three
decades ago, died June 22 following a
battle with cancer. She holds the distinction of being the first Rebel to forge
a successful career on the professional
tennis tour. She played at UNLV 198790 and left as the program’s career
leader in singles victories with 120 and
doubles wins with 84 (she still ranks
third in singles and tied for fourth in
doubles). Her single-season record of
34 doubles wins in 1987 still stands.
Winner of the Big West Conference
Player of the Year Award in 1990, she
became the first UNLV women’s player
to qualify for the NCAA singles championship that same year. In 2001, she
retired after an 11-year career on the
Women’s Tennis Association circuit. She
made national news in 1997 when she
upset Jennifer Capriati in the first round
of the Australian Open. After ending her
playing days, she became a coach, most
recently in Hilton Head, South Carolina.

HIRE A REBEL
Class Notes

HIRING MADE SIMPLE FOR STUDENTS, ALUMNI, AND EMPLOYERS
Get help with your resume, interview preparation or search for and post jobs and internships.

U N LV. E D U / C A R E E R S E R V I C E S
(702) 895-3495

REBELS FOREVER
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What
was your
last great
business
idea?

THE QUESTION
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 Tell us:
unlv.edu/
classnotes

WHAT
ARE YOU
WORKING
ON ABOUT
YOURSELF?

Maria Roncal
‘11 BA Journalism
and Media Studies

“I’m working
on my fitness. Partially
because of
my desk job,
partially for
my upcoming wedding,
but mostly
because Las
Vegas’ innovative restaurant
industry has
instilled in
me a love for
eating. I challenge myself
creatively with
Beyoncé-style
dance classes
in high heels
and physically
with intense
strength training in CrossFit.
Roncal was promoted to senior social
media manager at
Kenshoo, a software
company for social
media and search
advertising. Notable
clients include REI,
The Honest Company, and Stitch Fix.
She and fiancé Brian
Wuethrich recently
moved from San
Francisco to Los
Angeles.

Miles Boulton
‘13 BA Psychology

“Professional
development is
a huge one for
me. Currently
trying to get
more comfortable in leadership roles and
public speaking situations.”
Boulton is a senior
academic advisor
for the Howard R.
Hughes College of
Engineering. He is
pursuing an MBA at
UNLV.

Gregory M.
Smith

Michael
Dosenbach

‘86 BA and ‘98 MA
Criminal Justice

‘94 BS Computer
Science

“My father,
who was born
a few years
after the Great
Depression
and who lived
through segregation in the
South, once
told me that
‘These are the
good old days.’
I understood
that he meant
every day is a
good day and
that life gets
better every
day that we
live it.”
Smith retired in
2018 after 25 years
of public service,
most recently as
chief of investigations and chief of
staff in the Nevada
attorney general’s
office. He has since
founded Capricorn
Consulting, specializing in active shooter
response training in
the workplace, internal investigations,
and policy creation.
He is the father of
Mark G. Smith,
‘16 BA Criminal
Justice.

Diane Morse
‘97 MS EngineeringCivil Engineering

“I have control
issues and am
working on
relaxing and
being more
spontaneous.”
Morse retired after
23 years with the
Federal Aviation
Administration, five
years with Clark
County building
department and
the department of
aviation, four years
with CSX railroad,
and two years
with the Michigan
department of transportation highway
division. She and her
husband, Bill, have
been married for 33
years.

“I’m very passionate about
my job and
about supporting my team.
At times, this
passion overwhelms my
logical brain
and I send
‘flames’ out to
other executives when I
feel my team is
being mistreated. While
they don’t take
it too seriously
anymore, I
need to be able
to put an email
aside until I
take time away
and reread it.”
Dosenbach is
director of cloud
and connectivity
with Mercedes-Benz
Research & Development. He hired and
runs a 100-developer office in Seattle
focused on cloudbased infrastructure
for connected car
functionality, autonomous driving, and
big data use cases.
He lives in Renton
with his wife and
three children.

Whitney S.
Cole
‘18 BA Communication Studies

“I have been
so busy with
school and
work that I let
my peace go
out the window. I want to
be more present and aware
of the many
great accomplishments I’ve
made so far
and continue
to grow in this
aspect of my
life.”
Cole is a site coordinator for the nonprofit Communities
in Schools. She is
pursuing a master’s
degree in strategic
communication at
National University
with a goal of becoming a professor
of rhetoric. Writing,
camping, and listening to music are her
hobbies.
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Back Story

A SPECIAL GIFT
In the hours leading up to D-Day, war correspondent A.J. Liebling observed an unexpected sight aboard his landing craft as
it cut across the English Channel headed
for the French coast. Rather than anxiously
discussing the perils ahead, “...the soldiers
were spread all over the [landing craft] …
most of them reading paper-cover, armedservices editions of books.”
American servicemen overseas, many
of whom had never heard of Voltaire and
rarely opened a book prior to their military
service, found themselves devouring every
book they could get their hands on during
World War II. Armed Services Editions were
created to feed this hunger for reading
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material. The books were designed to be
lightweight, disposable, and to fit into the
pockets of American military uniforms. Due
to their immense popularity, these editions
were passed from person to person and
read until they literally fell apart. As a
result, only a fraction of them outlasted
the war.
UNLV offers public access to a
collection of these rare historical books
thanks to Beverly Rogers, who donated
her collection of more than 500 Armed
Services Editions to University Libraries
Special Collections and Archives (see
profile, page 46). Rogers estimates it
to be the largest collection of the books

outside Library of Congress.
Ultimately, more than 120 million
copies of books from humor to classics
to biographies to contemporary fiction
were distributed to servicemen during
World War II, and they provided them a
welcome diversion as they rode transports,
waited for action, sat pinned in foxholes,
lay wounded in the field, or recovered in
hospitals.
These literary diversions from the war are
available for browsing at the UNLV Special
Collections and Archives, on the third floor
of Lied Library.
— Cyndi Shein
Photo: Aaron Mayes/UNLV Special Collections

